07 DEC 1997
LI MA-sai ling
AMERI CA ONE TAKES HOVE MALAYSI A CHALLENGE TROPHY

LANGKAW, Dec 7 (Bernama) -- Anerica One, skippered by John Kostecki,
cruised their way to energe chanmpion in the inaugural Malaysia Challenge
1997 International Sailing Grand Prix after defeating fell ow countrynen,
the Young Anerica team in the finals here today.

The team which conprised Mrgan Larson, Don Cowi e and Alan Snith,
bagged US$21, 000 and a trophy which was presented by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad onboard the luxury Star Pisces cruise vessel.

The Young Anmerica team skippered by Wrld Nunmber Two Ed Baird,
recei ved US$13, 000 while Beau Geste from Hong Kong took the US$10, 000 third
spot after defeating Wrld Nunber One Peter G |l nour's N ppon Chall enge.

"W have had an excellent race here and the winds were on our side,"
Kostecki said at the prize presentation cerenony.

"We are also very fortunate to have the Prine Mnister to sail with us
in the celebrity race (yesterday). He even gave us sone tips," he said to
the appl ause of those present including visiting Ghanai an president Jerry
Raw i ngs.

The US$100, 000 Mal aysia Challenge is held in conjunction with the
si x-day Langkawi International Mritine and Aerospace Exhibition (LIMA '97)
whi ch ended today.

Nine of the 29 top world sailing skippers took part in the race which
began | ast Mnday. -- Bernama
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