14/ 11/ 1997

Americans told to be on the alert followi ng death threats

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The United States Government has warned its
citizens to be on the alert follow ng two tel ephone calls to the enbassy
here froma man threatening to kill four Anericans residing in Mlaysia.
The calls which were received this norning were believed to have been
made by the sane person.
However, the caller did not specify the reason for the threats which

came a day after the killing of four Anericans in Karachi, Pakistan.
An enbassy spokesman said the m ssion took the threats seriously in view
of the killings in Pakistan and the resolution in the US Congress calling

for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to resign or apol ogi se
for his so-called remarks on Cct 10 that a Jew sh conspiracy was behind
the depreciation of the ringgit and attacks on the stock markets in

Sout heast Asi a.

(Dr Mahathir had clarified on Oct 11 that he did not say efforts to
i npede the econony of Mal aysia and other Muslimcountries were due to a
Jewi sh conspiracy).

The spokesman coul d not determine at this juncture if the calls were
genui ne.

"W are trying to deternine if the calls are genuine or not.

"The US Governnent, however, views such threats seriously.

"I'n the neantime, we have done everything possible to warn Americans in
Mal aysi a," said the spokesman

Rel ati ons between both countries are strained follow ng the US deci sion
to investigate Petronas' involvenent in a gas and oil project in Iran.

Petronas, together with Gazprom of Russia and Total of France, have
signed a US$2 billion (RV6.6 billion) deal with Iran to devel op part of
the giant South Pars gas field.

G ven these recent devel opnents, the spokesman advi sed Anerican citizens
to be nore alert.

"If they are threatened or if they see suspicious characters in their
vicinity, they should contact the police i mediately.

"They should al so alert the enbassy," he said.

The enbassy's Press officer, Janmes Warren, said the m ssion had
contacted the relevant authorities to investigate the calls.

However, he declined comment when asked if the authorities were the
police and Wsnma Putra.

City police chief Datuk Bakri Omar confirmed that an investigation was
being carried out and said police had yet to trace the caller.

"At this juncture, we do not knowif the calls were made by pranksters
or those with the real intent to kill," he said.

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Home M nister Datuk Ong Ka Ting said US citizens
shoul d not be duly alarned by the calls as the Governnment would not all ow
anyone to take the law into their hands.

"The Home M nistry guarantees any attenpt to disrupt peace will be dealt
with severely," he said, adding that police would decide if additional
security neasures should be provided to Arerican citizens here.
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