05/ 04/ 1997

An act of sheer stupidity, says Dr Mahat hir

KOTA BARU, Fri. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad said the
denmonstration by about 1,000 university students and Pas nenbers outside
the Lenbah Pantai nosque grounds in Kuala Lumpur today was an act of
"sheer stupidity".

He said it was held at a tinme when the Government wanted to show | srae
that Muslinms are humans who coul d think and act rationally.

"But with this denonstration, all our objectives and intentions will not
be achieved," he told reporters after speaking at a cl osed door neeting
wi th Kel antan Federal and State Governnent officials and corporate | eaders
at WAdi Sofia in Binjai, about seven kil onetres away.

Referring to the Israeli cricket teamplaying at a tournament in Kual a
Lurmpur, Dr Mahathir said the Government wanted to show that Mislins coul d
act wi thout being over-enotional. "But with this denonstration... stupid!
What is the difference if they (the Israelis) went to Arab countries where
they will nmeet with the sane kind of action?"

Mal aysi a, he said, did not have diplonmatic ties with Israel but with the
denonstration, it gave Israel Prinme M nister Benjanm n Netanyahu the
resolve to continue building the Jewi sh settl enent opposed by Ml aysi a.

In | anbasting the denonstrators, Dr Mahathir said it was easy to
denonstrate and perpetuate the war between |srael and Pal esti ne.

"But they (the denpbnstrators) do not go to war, only denonstrate without
facing retaliation |ike being shot. If they denonstrated |like that in
ot her countries... Bang! Bang! Bang! They are dead!"

Dr Mahathir said the denonstrators dared to do what they did because
they took advantage of the Government's tol erance.

"But if you are really bold, then go (to Pal estine) and do the clashing
yoursel ves," he said. "Don't demand that other people go to war...do it
yoursel f."

Referring again to the Israeli cricket team Dr Mahathir reiterated that
it was the Government's way of showing to the Israelis that Mislins could
live peacefully with others.

Even the Israelis and Arabs speak to each other in Israel, he said.

"(Allowing the cricket teamto play here) is to open their eyes," he
said. "If they close their eyes, then it will perpetuate aninobsity. W
cannot nmake perpetual enemes wth anybody."

(END)
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