20/ 06/ 1997
Anti-graft stance is to be congratul ated

John Chai
I WSH to | aud Professor Handan Ahnad, president of the Federation of
Mal aysi an Consuner Associ ations, for his allegations that corruption by
of ficers of local councils has caused the steep hike in house prices (as
reported on TV3 news on June 11).

The rationale is sinple - the cost of corruption, |ike any other cost,
has to be passed on to the custoners.

I can understand why the professor had to shirk the questi on when he was
asked to prove there was corruption.

Corruption often cannot be proved as the bribe takers nornmally take the
necessary precautions to avoid detection.

It is often not a one-man show. It is a collusion of junior and senior
of ficers who are all on the take.

In other words there is no control of procedures.

Notwi t hstanding all the precautions, there are tell-tale signs of
corruption and one can often sniff themout.

| also wish to refute the assertion that bribe-givers are just as nuch
to be blaned as the bribe-takers for corruption. Nornmally they have no
choi ce.

They have been coerced into giving or else nade to suffer |osses or
i ncur costs by the inordinate delays by the approving officers in
consi dering their applications.

It is a Catch 22 situation. You are danmmed when you give; you are damed
when you don't.

How are the bribes accounted for? Often as entertai nment, donations,
travel s, advertisements and the Iike.

These are all invariably rejected by the income tax authorities.
Who suffers for this evil? The public as consuners and custoners.
Li ke nmost Mal aysi ans, | watched our beloved Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri

Dr Mahat hir Mohanad, shedding tears at Umo's | ast general assenbly when
he denounced noney politics in Umo and | was nost touched by his resol ve
to tackle this social evil.

Since then he and his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mhave spoken very
strongly on the matter and acti on has been taken agai nst certain | eaders.
Your esteened paper has also joined in the crusade and | particularly
i ke your Ot her Thots col um where the col umi st tackles the subject with

a zeal which can only benefit the fight against corruption.

I also wish to offer my hunmbl e suggestion in tackling | ess nmonunent al
corruption.

One of the nobst effective nethods in catching the bribe-takers is for
the ACAto go into the "pastures"” incognito, just |like the fornmer
executive chairman of a bank did when he wanted to gauge the efficiency of
the operations of his bank

He was served |ike any other custoner, sonetines efficiently and
sonetines inefficiently. Follow ng his observations, he was able to sol ve
short com ngs.

In Kuching, one of the npbst "hated" government agencies is the Road
Transport Depart ment.

Many conpl ai nts have been voi ced agai nst JPJ testers for bribe-taking
but no action has been taken against the errant officers.

My suggestion to the ACAis to go incognito as comercial drivers to the
JPJ testing sites where body | anguage is the normfor a bribe demand. This



expl ains the high cost of road transportation in Sarawak.

Oten one hears that approval has been given for a devel oper to build,
say, an 18-storey bl ock of flats.

When the building is finally conpl eted, one sees not an 18-storey bl ock
but a 22-storey or nore bl ock.

W see a few of these buildings in Kuching, one of which stands
glaringly in a very congested part of town with schools, a wet narket,
road junction, narrow road and heavily popul ated housi ng estates where
such a tall building should not have been approved for construction in the
first place.

Yes, please continue with your exposure of corruption and hopefully we
shall see a significant decrease of this social evil.

John Chai
Kuchi ng
( END)
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