29/ 07/ 1997
Anwar: Enforce Syariah | aws wi sely

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Reiterating the Governnent's noderate approach
towards Islam Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mtoday said
the respective religious State Affairs Departments shoul d not be

over zeal ous when enforcing Syariah laws as this could instil fear in the
m nds of the people.

He said the enforcenment of such | aws shoul d be done wi sely, particularly
in cases involving youths.

"W nust be noderate. W have many other priorities to be | ooked into
which will later help us towards fully inplenenting Syariah | egislation,"”
he sai d.

Anwar said this when openi ng Sekol ah Kebangsaan Puchong Jaya and
| aunching its honepage.

Al'so present were his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan Ismail, Sel angor
Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Omar, Deputy Educati on M ni ster Datuk
Khal id Yunus, Serdang MP Dat uk Yap Pian Hon and seni or Sel angor State
of ficials.

"W support the departnent when it raids vice dens, ganbling centres or
ot her places where unhealthy activities are carried out.

"But they should treat cases involving youths wisely as they (youths)
need gui dance and | ove.

"Al though we know t he departnent will only take action agai nst them
(youths) if they do sonething wong, we should exercise due wi sdomto
correct them" he said.

Anwar said even Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had
recently said that officials should exercise noderati on.

"It's not the intention of the Prime Mnister or nyself to belittle
matters related to Syariah | aws. W too do not want our children to be
confused or lose their faith or be nisled.

"But let us exercise sone wisdomwhen it comes to youths,” he said.

Anwar sai d prom nent Mislimul ama Shei kh Yusuf al-Qaradhawi had al so
sai d that soci o-econom c i ssues needed to be addressed before one could
seek to i npl enent Syariah | aw.

" Shei kh Yusuf said we have to ensure the security of our people and the
country and ensure that they live in harnony.

"Then we have to look into their other needs such as education and
health facilities. W nust ensure they have proper housing and ot her basic
anenities,” Anwar said.

He added the people nust do away with the perception that youths would
| ose their noral values if they were to attend a show or other fornms of
entertai nnent .

"Even we, during our tine, watched the late P. Ramlee's (Tan Sri) novies
and |istened to pop nusic and yet nothing went wong with us," he said.
Anwar said even Caliph Urar Abdul Aziz, who was one of the four caliphs to
succeed Prophet Muhanmmad, did not fully inplenent Syariah | aw event hough
the Islam c enpire was expandi ng.

"When asked by his son Abdul Mal ek, Urar said he would not rush into
doing things. Umar said he had to |l ook into other priorities as well such
as the safety of the people and that people of other faiths could live in
har mony, " he sai d.

Earlier, Anwar al so rem nded parents not to | eave the responsibility of
shaping their children's characters solely on teachers or headnasters.



Anwar al so recei ved donati ons amounting to RM6O, 000 from vari ous
organi sations for the school's resource centre.

The donors were O Goup executive chairman Tan Sri Lee Shin Cheng
(RMBO, 000), SP Setia Sdn Bhd executive chairman Voon Tin Yow ( RMLO, 000),
Chua Keng Hoong from Sykt |khtihan Sdn Bhd (RMLO, 000), Hasnan Abdul Wahid
from Yayasan Pendi di kan Serdang (RVb, 000) and Abdul Aziz Mhd Shariff from
Sykt Jayaman Sdn Bhd ( Rvb, 000).

( END)



	Anwar: Enforce Syariah laws wisely (NST 29/07/1997)

