27/ 01/ 1997
Anwar: Don't reject nultinedia

Ham sah Ham d

NOTW THSTANDI NG some negative aspects, multinedia can be an inportant
vehicle to further the cause of Islam Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi m says.

As such, he said, the Muslimcomunity should not entirely reject
mul timedia, in particular the Internet.

Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, said |like other nedia such as
television, filnms, books and poemns, Internet has good and bad
inplications. It is up to the Internet users to choose between what is
good and bad.

"Through the Internet, we can find Islanic honepages, whol e verses of
Al -Quran and their interpretations, all of Shakespeare's literary works
and vast anounts of other information.

"W can even learn to read the Quran through mul timedia applications,"
he said in his address before the breaking of fast with Umo | eaders from
the Federal Territory and Sel angor at the Al -Iman Ash-Shafie Msque in
Cheras, Kual a Lunpur, |ast night.

Al so present at the cerenpny were Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Muhammad Muhanad Tai b, Deputy Information M nister Datuk Sul ei man Mohaned
and National Unity and Social Devel opnent M nister Datin Paduka Zal eha
Hami d.

Anwar said if Muslins reject the current devel opnments on the nultinedia
front, they will be left behind and end up | osers in the highly
conmpetitive information technol ogy-driven world.

“I'n pronoting the Miultinedia Super Corridor, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad has called on the Miuslinms to bal ance between achi eving
progress and strengthening their “iman' (faith)," he said.

Musl ims' strength and civilisation lie in maintaining their faith while
seeki ng know edge enpower nent, he added.

Anwar also said that if the famly institution can be strengthened, much
of the social problens in the country will be sol ved
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