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ANWAR: PASS DOAN NATI ONAL FORTES TO NEXT GENERATI ON

KUALA LUVMPUR, June 7 (Bernama) -- Acting Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim today said for Malaysia to maintain her pace of progress in
the era of globalisation, the nation's strong points nmust not only be
preserved but nore inportantly be passed down to future generations

"Al'l our fortes of political stability, racial harnony and unity,
mental resilience and industriousness nust be preserved and passed down to
the next generations,"” he said.

Anwar said this when presenting the pledge of allegiance to the Yang
di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar at an investiture in conjunction with his
maj esty's 75th birthday at |stana Negara here.

He said while being thankful for the advancenent achi eved so far, the
government was mindful that it was nmore difficult to sustain the
achi evenents than creating themin the first place.

Anwar said national progress would be lop-sided if a segnent of the
nation was still displaced or marginalised from the nainstream of
devel opnent .

The governnent was optimstic that by 2000 it would be able to fully
deal with poverty issues as efforts to bring about social justice and
denocratisati on of the econony would be intensified " transcending every
poor village and less fortunate nen, wonen and child."

"Whil e stressing on econonic and technol ogi cal progress, the governnent
will also give priority to spiritual, social and political advancenment.And
we want to achieve progress according to our own specifications,” he said

Anwar said the governnent aspired to further inprove the lot of the
people but in doing so it would not neglect religious and cultural virtues
which also forned the pillars of national resilience.

The people required such in-built resilience in order to be able to
take on the attendant nenace of social ills that come with progress, he
sai d.

Anwar called on the private sector not to be stingy in investing in
research and devel opment to hel p the governnent continue providing
incentives to ensure that the sector remained the catal yst for econonic
gr ow h.

Anwar called on trades unions to help preserve the harnoni ous
i ndustrial relations by tackling problens through negotiations and
consensus.

The governnent, he said, would increase efforts to expand the
nmercantile community especially anmbng the Bumiputera with the current
enphasi s on creating nore mddle-class entreprenuers including wonen.

On the international front, Anwar said the various world honours
accorded Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad synbolised the
international conmunity's recognition of Malaysia s achievenents and
contri butions.

On information technology (IT) devel opnent, Anwar said there were
initial scepticisnms about Malaysia's ability to make the Miltinedia Super
Corridor (MsSC) a reality.

But Dr Mahathir's grit and determ nation towards that end had now
convinced various parties of the MSC s objectives and potential for
success.

"After having convinced top Anmerican corporate |eaders in the
mul ti medi a business of the feasibility of the MSC | ast year, the MSC has



now been well-received anong European nultinmedia industrialists. Response
to Dr Mahathir's roadshow to pronote the MSC in London recently was
overwhel mi ng," Anwar added.-- BERNAVA
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