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Anwar: Schools to enphasise IT

A. Kat hirasen

PENANG, Tues. - Malaysia will redouble its efforts, including changing the
school curriculum to produce "know edge workers" proficient and adapt abl e
in the area of information technol ogy, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi msai d t oday.

He said tertiary institutions would enphasi se courses on technical,
engi neering and design capabilities in line with this nove.

"Some of the world renowned universities such as the Massachusetts
Institute of Technol ogy have agreed to set up canpuses here."”

Anwar was delivering the keynote address at the Dell Asia Pacific
Pl ati num Sumit attended by about 80 top officials of conpanies having
dealings with Dell and top Dell officials.

Al so present were Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon and Del
Conput er Corporation chairman and chi ef executive officer Mchael S. Dell

Anwar said: "Together with the ongoing plans to devel op Smart school s
and to link all schools to the Internet by the turn of the century, we
hope to produce enough manpower to cater to the needs of the IT industry.

"Mal aysia is keen to establish itself as an effective and efficient hub
for the IT industry and as a distribution centre for |IT products.

"We feel our central location in the Asean regi on and our multicultura
links with other parts of Asia provide us with distinct advantages."

The Deputy Prine Mnister said the commitnment of the country to
devel oping the IT industry was evident in the fact that the Prime M nister
hi msel f was playing the major role in its devel opnent.

He said Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad was chairing the Internationa
Advi sory Panel to oversee the devel opment of the Miltinmedia Super
Corri dor.

"The devel opnent of the MSCis one of the nost significant efforts inIT
ever enbarked upon by Mal aysia or any country in the world," he said
el aborating on construction work going on in the MSC area and rel ated
pr oj ect s.

He said these centres under construction and to be constructed, such as
Putraj aya and the Cyberjaya City, would be designed and built for the
pursuit of creativity and Informati on Age technol ogi es.

He pointed out that cyberlaws ained at facilitating the |egislative
aspects of the MSC such as amendnents to the Copyright Act, Conputer Crine

Bill, Digital Signature Bill and the Telenedicine Bill were currently
bei ng debated in Parlianent.

O hers such as the Electronic Governnent Bill and the Multinmedi a
Convergence Bill are bei ng worked out.

"W are committed to creating an environnment that will pave the way for
the growm h and devel opment of the IT industry and we are committed to
changing |l aws and policies that inpede the ability of conpanies to
capitalise on the benefits brought about by the Infornmation Age."

Anwar said the response to the MSC had been nbst encouraging with nore
t han 500 conpani es showing interest. O these, 122 are internationa
conpani es.

He said four conpanies - M nps Berhad, Tel ekom Mal aysi a Berhad, NTT
Cor poration of Japan and Sun M crosystens of the US - had been given MSC
st at us.

Asked | ater by reporters if the interest shown by the 500 conpani es was
genui ne, Anwar replied in the affirmative, adding that nmany of themwere



committed to playing a role in the MSC.

He hoped Dell would continue to coll aborate and hel p Mal aysi a achi eve
her vi sion.

Dell's Asia Pacific Customer Centre, which manufactures and sells built-
t o-order desktop and not ebook conmputers, is |ocated in Penang.

Del | Conmputer Corporation is the world' s |eading direct conputer systens
company. It reported today that net inconme grew 170 per cent in the |ast
quarter to US$188 nmillion this quarter ending Feb 2.
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