25/ 09/ 1997
Anwar: We're ready to give nore to tackle haze woe

Bai dura Ahnmad i n Hong Kong

MALAYSIAis willing to allocate nore noney to tackle the haze probl em
notw t hstandi ng the austerity drive to sl ow down maj or devel opnent
projects as well as cut governnent spendi ng.

Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid: "The wel fare of our
citizens is paranount.

"W will not risk their health and life. If need be, we will cut from
ot her allocation to spend on fire fighting."

Anwar was speaking at a Press conference yesterday before | eaving for
hone after attending the annual | M~/ Worl d Bank neeting.

When asked which of the problens, the haze or financial crisis, were
nore i nmportant to the Governnent, Anwar said:

"I'n Hong Kong, the financial (crisis). In Sarawak, it is the haze. But
for Malaysia, it is both."

Anwar who al so net financial experts, econom sts and foreign fund
manager s, was asked about the effect of the haze on the econony in
relation to consurmer spending and tourist arrivals, anong others.

"I assured themthat we are doing everything possible to overcone this
pr obl em

"Of course, we would like to see Indonesia doing nore in assisting us
and our nei ghbours because it will affect not only the welfare and |Iife of
our citizens but also the econony.

"But | told themthat this problemis very tenporary.

"W have the northeast and sout hwest nonsoons coming. The haze will be
cleared. "

Asked whet her the Governnent had prepared any estimte on the | osses,
Anwar said: "Not really but we believe it is not substantial."

Anwar was al so asked on the perception anong del egates as well as the
medi a that he had been hard-pressed to renedy the negative repercussions
arising fromPrime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad' s controversia
remar ks on the currency crisis.

"It is not a mtter of patching (up). Sometines, we need to clarify
because people may not fully understand the Ml aysian political scenario
and requisitions, and the forthright and frank manner of Dr Mahathir

"Not many | eaders in the devel opi ng world woul d speak up and, therefore,
| think there is a need to appreciate the general concern of many in the
region on this matter," Anwar added.

Dr Mahathir and US fund i nvestor CGeorge Soros, who have been invited by
the Wrl d Bank to speak at separate seninars, have been pitted agai nst
each other in the foreign nedia in a war of words.

New Zeal and Deputy Prinme M nister and Finance M nister Wnston Peters
I end thinly-veiled support to Dr Mahathir in his speech when he said:

"Those who trade in Asian currencies are not nerely taking positions as
the traders, they are participating in a social and econom ¢ system

"It is sad that in the recent exchanges of opinion sonme have chosen to
question Asi an val ues.

"This questioning seens to reflect a Eurocentric vision, and short-term
financial focus.

"Thi s narrow approach is al arnmi ng because any internati onal exchange
must be based on nutual understandi ng and respect.”

( END)
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