29/ 06/ 1997
Anwar: No need for two airports in Penang now

Freddi e Ng

PENANG, Sat. - Acting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi msaid today
there was no reason at the nonent for Penang to have two internationa
airports.

He said therefore there was no reason to consider a proposal to build a
second airport in the State.

Speaki ng after chairing neetings of the Penang Bum putera Steering
Conmittee and the State Umo Liaison commttee, he said no one was
suggesting that the Bayan Lepas airport be closed down now.

“"I't will remain functional for a long tinme to cone. As of now, | don't
think we need two airports in Penang," he said when asked if the proposa
to have the regional airport in Kuala Mida in Kedah neant that Penang's
proposal had been scrapped.

Anwar said the earlier proposal was to have the airport sited in Bertam
but since the site had been taken over by the Urban Devel opnment Authority
(UDA), the Penang Regi onal Devel opnent Authority (Perda) and the Johor
Corporation and a | ot of devel opnent plans had been nade, the area was no
| onger suitable for an airport.

Asked about the alternative proposal to site it at Byramestate instead,
Anwar said unlike Bertam no proposal was nade on this area.

"I't was di scussed and perhaps a prelimnary study was done."

Asked if the Governnent had firmy decided to site the regional airport
at Kual a Muda, he said the focus was for the nonment on the proposed
proj ect.

However, Anwar indicated that it was not yet a certainty as he said the
Governnent woul d have to wait for results of a feasibility and environnent
i npact assessnent study now bei ng done.

"W have to wait for the reports and | ook at the direct benefits of the
pl acement of the airport there to Kedah and Penang."

Kedah Mentri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid on June 11 announced that Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had on June 7 faxed his approva
fromLondon for the proposed airport to be built on a nan-nmade island off
the Kual a Muda coast - nodelled after the Kansai International airport in

Japan.
Asked how t he Government woul d bear the cost of the airport, Anwar said
it was still too premature to think about that.

"However, if we use the Kuala Lunpur International Airport (KLIA)
experience, we could set up alimted conpany to float the funds needed
and this could greatly reduce the burden on the Governnent," he added.

Later, Anwar visited Hal aman Damai in Georgetown, one of several del ayed
housing projects in the State by the devel oper Duniaga Sdn Bhd.
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