21/ 05/ 1997
Anwar: Umo in no rush to enter Sarawak

Azm M Anshar; Sul ok Tawi e

KUCHI NG Tues. - Acting Umo president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi msaid Umo
woul d not be hasty in spreading about wings to Sarawak but will all ow

di scussions to continue with the State's legitinmate Bum putera | eaders.

"This is Umo's stand,"” he said at a dinner held in his honour at the
Kuching Hilton | ast night.

"Why did it take me so long to clarify this issue? It was to provide
some entertai nnent,” he said.

"Politicians," he said, "cannot survive w thout this entertai nnent
the murnmurings, (poison-pen) letters, runmours ... the excitenent."

"Dr Mahathir and | are observing this drama and sandiwara (theatrics)
fromafar but if the situation becones rough, we will intervene."

Several of Sarawak's Barisan Nasional |eaders reacted cautiously to the
possibility of Umo spreading its wings to Sarawak. (See acconpanyi ng
story)

Chief Mnister and Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu president Tan Sr
Tai b Abdul Taib Mahnud had earlier clained that groups harping on the
i ssue of Umo's entry into Sarawak were notivated by "l ess than nobl e"
reasons.

Tai b cl ai med these groups wanted Umo to spread its wi ngs to Sarawak
because they were jealous of the stability of the Sarawak Bari san
Nasi onal

The acting Prine Mnister Seri Anwar |brahi mneverthel ess said the
question of Umo entering Sarawak woul d be di scussed by the top Umo
| eadership and the legitinate State Bumi putera | eaders.

Referring to what he described as questions and runours on Umo's
i npendi ng nove into Sarawak, Anwar said he was making this clarification
because the party did not want attention diverted fromefforts to devel op
the State.

"We cannot deny tal ks about Ummo's participation and presence in
Sarawak, " he said, "but our top national |eaders will talk over the matter
with the legitimate Bum putera | eaders of Sarawak. Let the matter rest
there."”

Anwar further elaborated: "All | knowis that (Umo president Datuk
Seri) Dr Mahathir (Mhamad) will discuss with Tan Sri Taib and seek his
views on the matter. There has been no decision ... no problens at all."”

On the DAP, he dism ssed the party's style of politics as "cultivating a
culture of fear and insecurity."

"The DAP's irresponsible tactic of using i nnuendoes and stirring raci st
sentiments," he conceded, "appeals to the nasses."

"But this appeal is tenporary," he said. "It cannot be sustai ned because
this mass appeal is not based on justice, only on conflict and negative
raci al sentinents."

I nstead of concentrating on the weaknesses, Anwar called for enmphasis on
vi rtue and goodness.

On dissatisfaction expressed by the various races with their lot, he
said the Mal ays, Chinese and |Indians had their respective grievances,
acknow edgi ng that many conplaints were | egitinate.

"Menbers of a race without conplaints," he said, "are dumm es. But it
does not nean that the Governnent totally rejects all grievances, only
that we act based on the principles of justice, with enphasis on econonic
grow h. "
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