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ANTI - ASI AN SHOP OPENS | N MELBOURNE

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, Jan 18 (Bernanm) -- A shop, selling T-shirts with anti-Asian
and other racist slogans, opened this week in the Ml bourne suburb of
Fawkner .

Operated by the racist organisation National Action, the walls of the
shop in Tyson Street, are covered with posters calling for the shooting of
“hurman trash.”

National Action chairman M chael Brander told the "Herald Sun"
newspaper that he hoped the shop would get the group's anti-Asian
i mm gration nmessage across to nminstream Australians.

T-shirts, stickers and nmugs are featured with slogans such as "Stop the
Asi an Invasion" and "Land Rights for Wites."

The raci st shop has already nmet with di sapproval from nearby shop
owners who said the anti-Asian shop had no place in the peaceful suburb

"W are a conmunity with harnmony. They're not welconme here," one
shopkeeper is quoted as saying.

Two | ocal residents, Zoubaida Elhajje, 17, and Mchelle Mfsud, 15
told the newspaper a benefit of living in Fawkner was the different
cultures living in peace devoid of racist feelings.

"Everyone is nice to each other here," Zoubaida said.

Meanwhi | e | ndependent MP Paul i ne Hanson has a good chance of being
voted "1996 Australian of the Year", in the process beating such
lumi nnaries as Prime Mnister John Howard, Victorian Premer Jeff Kennett
Aynpic sprint silver nedallist Cathy Freeman and noted scientist Dr Tim
Fl annery.

Conducted by the prestigi ous newspaper "The Australian", the search for
the recipient has narrowed from nore than 300 nomi nees to seven finalists.
The other finalists are National Gallery director Betty Churcher and

hi ghl y-respected abori gi ne | eader Lois O Donoghue.

About 6,500 readers, some from Asia -- thanks to the newspaper's Wb
site -- nomi nated Australians who made outstanding countributions to the
nation |ast year.

According to a report in "The Australian" today, Hanson and Dr Flannery
have so far received the nost votes.

The readers nomi nated Hanson for her inmpact on politics, saying that
the maverick MP from Brisbane, whom Prine M nister Datuk Seri Mahathir
Moharmed described as "noronic", often "says what she believes, not |ike
ot her damm politicians".

Anot her reader said: "Right or wong she (Hanson) has shown it is
possible to be heard if you believe."

A conmittee headed by the new editor-in-chief of "The Australian",
David Arnstrong (formerly from Hong Kong), wll decide the w nner. The
announcenment will be made in next Saturday's edition of the paper. --
BERNANMA
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