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Anwar - Perwaj a
ANVWAR: PM ORDERS PERWAJA FI ASCO PROBE TO PROCEED

SHAH ALAM May 23 (Bername) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad has ordered the Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) and the police to
continue with investigations into the RM.9 billion loss by the fornerly
gover nment - owned Perwaja steel plant linked to its former managi ng director
Tan Sri Eric Chia.

Acting Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim disclosed this to
reporters here today after opening an international conference on Islamc
art and architecture.

"They (the ACA and the police) have subnmitted their prelimnary reports
to PM and PM has directed that the probe should continue," Anwar said.

Reporters approached Anwar on the |atest developnent in investigations
into the fiasco in the wake of recent news reports of police and the ACA' s
denial of Chia's arrest.

Asked on his neeting with ACA officers yesterday, Anwar said it had
nothing to do with the Perwaja-Chia inquiry.

"It was not (about Perwaja). The ACA updates ne regularly and
yesterday's neeting was nore on anmendnents to the Anti-Corruption Act," he
sai d.

Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, was also asked on the |latest on
the inquiry into alleged wongdoing in the award of a Tel ekom Ml aysi a
Berhad tender to Ericsson Tel ecomuni cati ons.

The Acting Prime Mnister replied that he was leaving it to the parties
conducting the investigation to cone up with an explanation.

"What |'ve got before was an initial report not inplicating anything
but | reckon it is nore proper for the parties tasked with the inquiry to
come up with an explanation," he said.

Tel ekom Mal aysia and the Finance Mnistry's Contracts Division were
earlier directed to investigate allegations of inpropriety in the awardi ng
of the tender.

A news report last Tuesday quoted a senior Ericsson official as saying
that the conpany has been cleared of alleged inpropriety in the award of a
contract by Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd.

Asked on the conpany' statenent, Anwar said it was free to cone up with
what ever statenents.

"It is free to nake statenents but an official statenent will come from
parties tasked with the probe," he said. -- Bernanma
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