09/ 06/ 1997
Anwar drives hone anti-corruption stand

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah

AlR H TAM (Kedah), Sun. - Acting Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
today reiterated that the Governnent will be firmin its efforts to curb
corruption and m suse of powers anong top | eaders.

He said the Governnment would not tolerate such ill practices and that
| eaders, including the wakil rakyat, would al so face simlar consequences
i f involved.

Anwar said before Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad | eft for a vacation on
May 19, the Prinme Mnister had advised himto be firmin curbing
corruption and not to tolerate it anong the top | eaders.

"I was advised by Dr Mahathir to be firmin curbing corruption and never

tolerate it... whether they are top | eaders, Umo | eaders, Barisan
Nasi onal conponent party | eaders or high-ranki ng governnment officers. W
have to start fromthe top... if we are only concerned about nabbi ng those

who accepted RW20 and | et those accepting RV2 million and RMB million go
scot free, we will face the consequences of |osing the people's support.

"That was his (Dr Mahathir's) advice (amanah) to ne before going on
| eave.

"There are people who say that while Dr Mahathir is on holiday, there
are peopl e being dropped (fromservice). If they don't want that to happen
to them they have to be careful (cermat sikit)," he said.

Anwar was speaking at the foundation stone-laying cerenony for the new
Umo Jerl un buil di ng.

Al so present were Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and State Exco
nmenber s.

The acting Umo president said the fight against graft and m suse of
power shoul d begin with Umo because the party was the thrust of the
nati on.

"It is because Umo is the leader... if we want to carry out the cl ean-
up action, Umo has to be the first. Wiat is the point of asking the
people to be united and respect the | eadership if the | eadership could not
be trusted?”

Anwar sai d sone | eaders when gi ven posts were only thinking about
per sonal gain.

"They never asked thenselves what is the first thing they should do to
hel p the peopl e.

"For the wakil rakyat, if they want to remain a wakil rakyat they should
work tirelessly for the people and they nust ensure that they are cl ean
fromcorruption.

"I'f they don't do that, their future as a wakil rakyat is not safe. | am
telling this now, so that when the tinmes cones, nobody will get upset."

Anwar said the Government had i ssued nunerous warni ngs and remi nders to
the | eaders not to be involved in corruption and mi suse of power.

"The Prime M nister even shed tears at the Umo assenbly advising the
| eaders not to be involved in such practices. Now, we are taking action
after giving themseveral rem nders."

Anwar said he did not believe that the Mal ays woul d desert Umo if the
Umo | eaders did not neglect their duties and responsibilities.

The Acting Prine Mnister also denied that the Governnment had paid | ess
focus ro the welfare of the rural and poor people.

"There are people who said Dr Mahathir had paid too nuch attention to
mega projects like the Multinmedia Super Corridor and Bakun project that he



had forgotten the poor and those in the rural areas,” he said.

Anwar said Dr Mahathir had never neglected the rural people and the
poor .

Later, Anwar visited the RVM65 million Samak Aquacul ture's integrated
tiger prawn farm ng project at Kerpan.

He was briefed on the project by Samak Aquacul ture managi ng director
Haydar Haydar Al Saht out.

The project, which was approved by the previous State adm nistration in
1993, turned controversial when sonme | andowners whose hect arage were
af fected by the project had declined to accept the conmpensation offerred
by the State Governnent.

The project is a joint venture between the State Governnment and Bin
Ladin Group. Under the joint venture, Samak Aquacul ture Sdn Bhd was set up
to manage the project.

The State Governnent now hol ds a 29 per cent stake in Samak Aquacul ture
while 60 per cent is owned by Asnak Aquacul ture Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of
the Bin Ladin Goup.

Landowners who had agreed to participate, own the remai nder stake of the
project, 11 per cent, which is being overseen by the State Governnent to
protect their interests.
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