07 SEP 1997
Mahat hi r - Successor
ANWAR | S MY SUCCESSOR, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUVPUR, Sept 7 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
reiterated today that Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim w |l succeed him as Prine
M ni ster and Umo president when the tine cones.

He said he had denied many tinmes that there were nisunderstanding
between them to the extent of jeopardising Anwar's position in the party
and governnment.

" There are allegations that |'mnot in good terns with him have
di sagreenments with him all sorts of stories are com ng out. Even though I
deny, ny denials have been ignored,

" But | hope all will understand that he is still ny deputy and ny
successor," he said when winding up the debate at the Umo General Assenbly
whi ch ended here today.

Dr Mahathir also said he did not want factions in Umo as it would
weaken the party.

" W don't want to see factions between the president and his deputy so
nmuch so when the president retires, his deputy gets only half of Umo.
Supporters of the retired president refuse to support the successor," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said he was reiterating his statement so that there would
be no nore stories that Anwar had resigned as was runoured |ately.

Meanwhi l e, Information M nister Datuk Mbhanmed Rahmat said the tests
whi ch Anwar encountered lately |ike poison-pen letters and runour-nongering
were inmportant elements which could nmould himinto a credible |eader.

He said Anwar's ability to face the issues would certainly mould him
into a stronger person to deal with nore serious challenges in future

"I think Anwar will becone a capable prine mnister in future," he
told reporters after the assenbly. -- BERNAMA
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