04 APR 1997

ANWAR REI TERATES MALAYSI A'S SUPPORT FCR DEVELOPMENT IN MJUSLIM M NDANAO

ZAMBOANGA CITY, April 4 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri
Anwar |brahim today reiterated Malaysia's conmmittnent to contribute towards
the progress of the autononous region of Mislim M ndanao (ARW.

ARMM conprises the provinces of Maguindanao, Lanaodul | Sur, Sulu and
Tawai - Tawai .

Speaki ng at a luncheon address hosted by ARRM governor, Nur M suari and
other local dignatories here, he said Ml aysia subscribed to the "enrich
thye nei ghbour" idea which has been consistently pronoted by Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

Anwar said Dr Mahathir believed that if Ml aysia were to progress it
al so had to enrich its nei ghbours.

Conmmunities that were marginalised or exploited would not be able to
have stability and confidence and one also could not expect them to have
the sane aspirations as others who were not narginalised, he said

Anwar, who is al so acconpani ed by a nunber of Ml aysi an busi nessnen,
said he was encouraged with the pace of devel opnent taking place in ARRM

He said much nore needed to be done and those involved in its
devel opnent should work at a faster rate in order to nake up for lost tinme
caused by nore than two decades of insurgency which only ended |ate |ast
year.

Anwar al so rem nded Ml aysi an busi nessnen not to be discouraged by one
or two unpl easant episodes in their business dealings and should | ook at
the w der picture of opportunities in ARRM

"There has been one or two problens here and there, otherw se the world
woul d not be as exciting. This is what politicians are for, to give nore
excitnment, as long as the excitnment does not cause too nuch obstacles or
difficulties. Oherwise it adds col our and character," he qui pped.

Anwar al so called on businessnmen to be caring in their attitude and
look into the welfare of workers and their families by providing nore than
in terms of wages.

He al so hoped that the Philippines authorities would give support and
encour agenment because the extent of the committnent by businessmen woul d
depend on the anount of peace dividend. -- BERNAMA
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