15 JAN 1997
Anwar - Cont r act
ANWAR SAYS ALLEGATI ONS MADE OF MALPRACTICE | N TELECOM CONTRACTS

KUALA LUVMPUR, Jan 15 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim said today he had received a "prelimnary report" on
al l egations of malpractice in the award of telecommunications contracts in
the country.

He said if the allegations were true, then action would be taken
agai nst those invol ved.

Anwar, who is the Finance Mnister, said he had informed Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad on the matter before he left for the United
States to pronote the Multinedia Super Corridor (MsC).

"Both the Prime Mnister and | have discussed the matter and if there
were nmal practices, appropriate action will be taken," he told reporters
after chairing the Cabinet Conmittee on Essential Goods.

He was responding to a question froma reporter.

"So far, we do not have information which would enable us to take
action since it is too general and insufficient to verify clains of
irregularities in awarding telecommunications tenders," he said.

Anwar said he had directed the contract division of the Finance
Mnistry to "talk to Tel ekom Mal aysia" so that all procedures were fully
observed and transparent.

"The CEO (chief executive officer of Telekom Ml aysia Datuk Mhd Said
Mohd Ali) was alerted before he left for the United States together wth
the Prime Mnister," he said. -- BERNAMA

ARA MR CTL



	ANWAR SAYS ALLEGATIONS MADE OF MALPRACTICE IN TELECOM CONTRACTS (Bernama 15/01/1997)

