09/ 03/ 1997
Anwar supports Sal eh' s appoi nt nent

Mona Fairuz Nordi n; Kasm ah Must apha

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mhas
given full support to the appointnent of Datuk Mhd Sal eh Sul ong as DRB-
H com group chairman to replace Tan Sri Yahaya Ahmad who died in a

hel i copter crash on Monday.

"I amconfident he can manage (DRB-Hi com satisfactorily,” he told
reporters after paying a courtesy call on South African President Nelson
Mandel a t oday.

Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, said Sal eh had been with the late
Yahaya for 18 years and the experi ence he had gai ned would enable himto
manage t he conpani es under the DRB-Hi com group.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mharmad, who endorsed the
appoi ntnrent, al so recommended to the M nister of Finance |ncorporated that
Sal eh be appoi nted chai rman and presi dent of H com Hol di ngs Bhd, in which
it is a special sharehol der.

Anwar said there would be no change in the equity structure held by the
Governnent in the group.

Sal eh was al so appoi nted chai rman of Edaran O onobil Nasional Bhd,

Per usahaan O onobi | Nasi onal Bhd, Diversified Resources Bhd, Gadek Capital
Bhd, Gadek (M Bhd and Kedah Cenent Hol di ngs Bhd.

A day after Yahaya died, the Kuala Lunpur Stock Exchange suspended nine
conpanies linked to him The nine - H com Hol di ngs, Diversified Resources,
Gadek (M, Gadek Capital, Golden Pharos Bhd, Proton, EQN, Kedah Cerent and
Eastern Pacific Industrial Corporation Bhd - will resume tradi ng on
Monday.

Anwar said the Governnent would continue to support the group "in
what ever way we can".

On his talks with Mandela, he said it was a followup to that between
the South African | eader and Dr Mahat hir yest erday.

Saleh, in an interview | ater today, said Dr Mahathir would neet with the
seni or managenent of the DRB-H com G oup on Tuesday.

"I amextrenely grateful to the Governnment for its support to the
group."

He said the Governnment's confidence in DRB-H comclearly showed it
wanted continuity in the group.

"What ever pl ans, policies and agendas we had before Tan Sri Yahaya's
death will be continued."”
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