11/ 05/ 1997

Anwar to be acting Umo president

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwill
be the party's acting president when Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad goes
on two nonths' | eave fromMay 19.

"Anwar wi |l be acting president and will chair all suprenme council
meetings and carry out duties pertaining to the party during nmy absence,”
Dr Mahat hir announced t oday.

Speaking after chairing a suprenme council neeting at the party's
headquarters in Menara Datuk Onn, the Prinme Mnister said he had al so
informed the council on his decision to go on | eave.

Dr Mahathir had said that he was taking | eave to rest while doing sone
work and making official visits to several countries.

On his return froma week-long visit to three African states on
Thur sday, Dr Mahathir had al so announced that Anwar woul d be acting Prinme
M ni ster and Hone M ni ster.

This is the first tine in 12 years that the Deputy Prime Mnister will
act as Prine Mnister since Datuk Miusa Hitam (now Tan Sri) in 1982 and
1985.
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