12 NOV 1997
Anwar - not i on
ANWAR TO TABLE MOTI ON OF CONFI DENCE | N MAHATHI R

KUALA LUVMPUR, Nov 12 (Bernamm) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim said today he will table in the Dewan Rakyat a notion of
confidence in Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad as Prine Mnister

The notion would be tabled at the earliest possible date during the
current session of the Dewan Rakyat, said Anwar, who is also Finance
Mnister, at a news conference at the Treasury here

Anwar said the Cabinet at its weekly neeting today decided that the
notion be tabled

Its tabling is for three purposes, nanely:

* to reject a draft resolution by United States congressman Robert
Waxl er asking Dr Mahathir to apol ogise or resign over his reported remnarks
that a Jewi sh conspiracy was behind the currency crisis in Southeast Asia.

(But Dr Mahathir had since clarified that he did not say there was a
Jewi sh conspiracy behind the crisis but he had only blaned US financier
Ceorge Soros -- who is Jewish -- for destroying the Ml aysi an econony with
his speculative attacks on the ringgit and other currencies in the region.)

* to express the full support of all nenbers of the Ml aysian
Parlianent for Dr Mahathir; and

* to show the people's firmstand and solid backing for Dr Mhathir
through all parties in Parlianent.

Anwar said Dr Mahathir has received a letter and the draft resolution
signed by 34 US congressnen dated Cct 27.

"The Cabi net does not question anybody's right to conment or give views
on the statements that we nade. But we regretted the tone of the letter and
the draft resolution," he said.

Anwar said the Barisan Nasional (BN suprene council would hold an
emergency neeting soon to discuss the congressnen's resolution after
yesterday's Umo supreme council had rejected it.

The Cabinet had instructed himto immediately wite to the congressnen
to explain Ml aysia'" stand on their resolution, Anwar said

"We'll tell themfirstly that Malaysia is a multi-racial and
mul ti-religious country. W've never shifted from our stand from that of
respecting multi-cultural co-existence.

"This has been our policy and reinforced under Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Moharmed' s prine mnistership. As such the question of us being anti-Jews or
anti-whatever race does not arise at all," he said.

Anwar said as a denocracy, Ml aysia upholds the practice of the people
electing their | eaders.

"Therefore it's illogical, rude, inappropriate and undenocratic for any
country or any congressman or party to give an ultimatum that the |eader of
an i ndependent and sovereign country apol ogise or resign,"” he said

Asked whether the opposition parties would back the notion of
confidence in Dr Mahathir, Anwar said he hoped all the 24 opposition
menbers in the House would support it as this was a matter of nationa
interest and not of party politics

"I believe that in the interest of protecting our integrity,

i ndependence, we need to give a very clear, united nmessage to all parties
i ncluding the US Congress or sonme nenbers of the Congress

"We nust decl are unequi vocably our support to Dr Mhathir as our Prine
M ni ster and protest strongly any attenpt to interfere in the interna
donestic politics of this country,” he said.



On whether the government has summoned the US anbassador to convey
Mal aysia's firm stand on the issue, Anwar said it was unnecessary for the

time being as the congressnmen's nove was still in the formof a draft
resol ution.
However, he hoped US president Bill dinton and his adninistration

woul d take a serious view of Ml aysia's stand on the issue.

"As for now relations with the Cdinton admnistration are normal.
There's no inpression or indication that we've taken a different attitude.
This is because the congressnen's nove is still a draft resolution signed
only by 34 congressnen, it is still not yet a stand or statenent of the US
adm ni strati on.

"All our ties with the US are still at normal |evel and we stress here
that we'll continue to maintain the good diplomatic, economc or trade
relations with the United States," he said.

He said Malaysia did not want the congressnen's resolution and attenpt
to hurt the feelings of Malaysians to affect the good relations between
both countries. -- BERNAVA
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