19/ 11/ 1997
Anwar to table notion of confidence on PM

Fadzi| Gnazali

DEPUTY Prinme M nister and Finance Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimis
schedul ed to nove a notion of confidence at the Dewan Rakyat today,
calling the House to, anong ot her things, express full support to Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad as the Prine M nister of Ml aysia.

Anwar's notion al so urges the House to protest against several
initiatives nmade by the US, nanely to investigate Petroliam Nasional Bhd's
investnents in Iran and its 34 Congressmen' s proposal demandi ng an apol ogy
fromDr Mahathir for his alleged anti-Jewi sh and anti-American renarks.

In the Dewan Rakyat's notice paper rel eased yesterday, it stated that
the noti on seeks the House to stress that Ml aysia, under the | eadership
of Dr Mahathir, will continue with its policy of respecting the interests
of all races.

Therefore, the House should deny that the existing Ml aysian
adm ni stration, which practises fair, just and open policy, is against any
race including the Jews.

The notice paper also stated that Anwar's notion, while urging the House
to express regret over the the US Governnent's inposition of Iran-Libya
Act on Petronas, calls on the Dewan to continue with efforts to inprove
ties with the US

* THE Governnent, in its efforts to prevent snall hol ders from bei ng
expl oi ted by unscrupul ous traders, has established a Rubber Price
Conmittee to ensure that the cormodity fetches a fair price.

Deputy Primary I ndustries M nister Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein said the
committee is entrusted with the responsibility of formulating strategies
as well as programmes that could help snallholders in getting good prices
for their rubber.

Replying to a question fromJacob Dungau Sagan (BN Baran), he said
menbers of the comittee include officials from Governnent-owned rubber
agenci es, Rural Devel opment M nistry and representatives fromthe rubber
tradi ng sector

In reply to a question from Jacob Dungau Sagan (BN Baram, he said
Mal aysia will seek cooperation fromAsean and various natural rubber
producer nations to work out ways to place the compdity prices at
favourabl e | evel s.

* THE pl antation sector's grow ng inportance, which was spurred by the
currency crisis, has pronpted the Government to reviewits present policy
on foreign workers recruitment in the industry.

Deputy Honme M ni ster Datuk Mhamed Tajol Rosli Ghazali said at present,
the Governnment is analysing the feasibility of re-allow ng foreign workers
recruitnment to the plantation sector.

* PRIME M nister's Departnent Parlianmentary Secretary Datuk Fauzi Abdu
Rahman said the pros and cons of the staggered working hours schene in
five government agencies are being studied by the Government.

Replying to a question from Chia Kwang Chye (BN Bukit Bendera), Fauzi
said the fate of the schenme being inplenmented in the entire public sector
wi || be announced once the study is finished.
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