24/ 06/ 1997
Anwar urges inpronptu visits to project sites

Adel i ne Ong

M NI STERS and hi gh-ranki ng Gover nment officials should nake i npronptu
visits to project sites instead of schedul ed ones to spot shoddy

wor kmanshi p and weaknesses, Acting Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
said yesterday. Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad is on | eave
for two nonths.

Speaki ng at the ground breaking cerenony of the RML. 2 billion Enpl oyees
Provi dent Fund- Mal aysi an Bui | di ng Soci ety Bhd housi ng project in Sungai
Besi, Kual a Lunmpur yesterday, Anwar sai d devel opers were in the habit of
hi di ng the weaknesses and defects in their projects during visits by
M ni sters and ot her authorities.

"Whenever | visit a housing project, they take ne to the nodel house. O
course, the nodel house is built very well and has no defects. Mre often
than not, it is better than the other houses.

"Now | nmake it a point to visit other houses as well so that | will know
the actual situation. Simlarly, when | go to the rural areas, they take
me to desi gnated areas whi ch have been conpl etely cl eaned and prepared for
my visit," he said.

Anwar, who is al so Finance Mnister, said he was di sappoi nted by the
attitudes of certain devel opers who did not carry out their projects
properly.

Anwar added that he had visited some rural areas and was shocked to find
that infrastructure projects |like roads had not been built although funds
had been al | ocat ed.

"I amnot happy at all about the roads in rural areas. They are bad and
do not reflect a growi ng econony. Wile we nove forward into the era of
i ndustrialisation and i nformati on technol ogy, we should not ignore the
rural poor. If we do this our credibility as a fair Governnment will be
questionabl e,” Anwar added.

He said he was puzzled as to why projects by-the-rich-for-the-rich, were
i mredi at el y approved.

Anwar al so said State Governnents should not constantly attribute their
failure to build | ow cost house to the scarcity of |and.

"But they then always have land to build golf courses. Wat kind of
state Covernments are these?," he questioned.

Anwar said there was nothing wong with building golf courses but it
shoul d not be at the expense of the people, especially the poor.
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