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ITis gratifying that there was an outcry against the arrests of three
Musl i m beauty contestants recently. It showed Mal aysi ans are concerned
about justice and abhor the over-zeal ous behavi our of the Jabatan Agana
| sl am Sel angor enforcenent officers.

On July 16, a senior JAIS officer was indicted for defal cati ng RML80, 000
fromthe zakat accounts of its Kuala Langat office. This is a sin and, of
course, it reflects badly on JAIS. If JAIS wants to police the Muslins, it
nmust itself be beyond reproach

JAI'S shoul d not be naive to associate, be used or influenced by
political conspiracies in the State.

The religious affairs departnments of Mal aysia nmust establish priorities
if they are to police the eternal interests of Islamin Ml aysia. These
i ncl ude:

* Research and verify by quantitative nmethods social ills and publicise
t he findings.

* Enforce the paynents of alinonies to destitute wives and the children

* Enforce the |aw on those who are in contenpt of the Syariah courts,
particularly the elites.

* Visit and counsel the inmam of suburban nbsques to nodul ate the azan
calls. Today, the call to prayer is too loud and this is inconsiderate to
our non-Muislimbrethren. Prophet Mihammad woul d never have agreed. In any
case, Ml aysia suffers froman azan overkill - on TV and radi o.

* Counsel sone Muslimtel evengalists who fiercely present their cases
I i ke demagogues. They shoul d be present abl e and avoid being facile and
asi ni ne.

In 1967, the MuslimArabs were so conpletely defeated by the Israelis
that the humliation should have | ed themto acknow edge whet her there was
something rotten in the expression of their noral system Today, in nost
Muslimcountries, there are frequent displays of irrationality, a
mani f estati on of di sturbed societies.

W, in this country, do realise and cherish our stability and the
quantum |l eap to prosperity. On the other hand, we nust be rem nded that a
religion to a person is "what stens fromthe givens". If it is not
properly harnessed, it is a time-bonb for prinordial ethnic conflicts.
This is the nost conpelling reason why Ml aysi ans nmust NOT borrow fromthe
M ddl e East where there is a shortage of role-nodels. On July 18, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said that we nust anal yse the
Quran and focus the interpretation to our tines.

Paki st ani schol ar Fazlul Rahman in his book, |slamand Mdernity, tries
to explain the countervailing force to the "spiritual panic" of the umrah
He presents a nethodol ogy that we nust be true to the spirit of Islambut
provide for the necessities of nodernity. The Quran was a "divine
response", through the Prophet's mnd, to the noral -social situation of
the Prophet's Arabia. You need to synthesise the "divine response" to a
general principle intrinsic to it. The Quran needs to be studi ed on how
and why a response was reveal ed. Then, we can | ook at which genera
principle that we clearly require. Today, there is an engi neering mracle
on Mars; let us not be dragged backwards then.

Any institution that gives itself the conplete nmonopoly of w sdom and
reason lives in del usion.

In 1974, poet N zar Qabbani published Political Wrks. In one poem the



speaker confesses having nurdered an i mamwho had lulled the faithful with
nmere words:

In killing himl have killed

Al the weeds in the garden of Islam

Al who seek a living in the shops of |slam

In killing him honoured Sirs, | have kill ed

Al'l those who, for a thousand years,

Have been fornicating with speech.

( END)
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