21 APR 1997
Sultan-MB (Wth Pix)
APPO NTMENT OF NEW SELANGOR MENTERI BESAR DEFERRED

KUALA LUMPUR, April 21 (Bernama) -- The appoi ntnent of the new Sel angor
Menteri Besar, expected to be announced today, has been deferred

The Sultan told reporters after an audi ence by Prine Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad at |stana Sel angor here this afternoon that a
candi date suitable for the post has yet to be picked

Asked on the nane nmentioned to himby the Prime Mnister, the Sultan
said:" It is confidential."

He said that the candidate to succeed Tan Sri Mihanmmad Mihanmad Tai b who
resi gned | ast Mnday should be "screened and vetted" to ensure that he is
really "clean."

In a serious tone, the Sultan said: "Hi story nust not be allowed to
repeat itself. Let's choose carefully.”

Asked regarding the qualities nbst essential in a Menteri Besar, the
Sul tan said: "Experience is not necessary, but honesty and sincerity.”

He said that he would reject a Menteri Besar who seeks wealth for
hi nsel f.

Sel angor, he said, has many |eaders but they are "not suitable.”

Earlier, Dr Mahathir told reporters that he was in no rush to nake a
deci sion on the appointnent of the new Menteri Besar.

"I need a little nore tine," he said after a 45 minute four-eye
neeti ng.

He said: "There is no problem | amin no rush.

"I informed Tuanku that | will take sonme time to nake a
decision...that's all. There is nothing else,” he said

When asked how many candi dates he had shortlisted for the post, he
replied: "No, | have not shortlisted anything."

Bef ore the audience with the Sultan, Dr Mahathir nmet the Sel angor
executive councillors (Exco) at his office.

Asked on this neeting, he said: "The Exco gave ne full mandate to make
nmy choice and (in the neantine), they will continue their work as usual."

He said he could not give any tinme frame for the selection of the
candi date "acceptable to all™

Asked if he had a candidate of his choice am d specul ati on by
newspapers, he said: "I don't know anyone speculated in the papers. | don't
read the papers.”

He said every nmenber of the Selangor State Legislative Assenbly was
eligible to be considered for the post, adding that "we will pick the right
one."

The Sultan al so announced he would |eave for London tonorrow for a rest
until May 29.

He said that Dr Mahathir was expected to submit a new list of
candi dates for his consent in tw weeks.

"It is all up to Dr Mahathir. For the decision, just wait for another
two weeks."

The Sultan expressed regret over the alleged transfer of ownership of
land in Selangor during the tenure of Mihammad who resigned follow ng two
charges preferred against himin Australia for attenpting to transfer cash
equivalent of RVM.4 mllion out of Australia, at the Brisbane International
Airport on Dec 22, |ast year

"Sel angor is very a inportant state. Hi story should not repeat itself.
There should not be too nmuch | osses or abuse.



"I (feel) regret. If there is no nore |and, where am| to go...they
have taken away so nmuch land...surely I am not expected to nobve over to
Pul au Ketam " he said.

The Sultan al so expressed sadness over the "nany events" happeni ng
concerni ng Muhamrad.

"I synphatise with the Prime Mnister who has to deal with all of them
(the events)," he said, obviously referring to the l|atest case involving

Muhammrad.
He said that several previous Menteris Besar also faced various
personal problens. -- BERNAMA
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