05/ 06/ 1997

Arab magazi ne prai ses Mal aysi a's achi evenents

MALAYSI A, an Islamc Third Wrld nation, has a clear vision and strong
will to achieve devel opnent that is found to be | acking anong the Arab
countri es.

This was described in an article from"El-Mjallah", a weekly Saudi
magazi ne i ssued in London by the Saudi Research and Marketing conpany
dated May 3, in which Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad was
featured promnently by its witer.

In the article, Dr Mahathir was descri bed as the man who pl anned t he
Mal aysi an "miracl e" which was | ater inplenented by Ml aysian nen and
worren.

According to the witer, Ml aysians refused to accept inconpetence and
inability by admitting that progress is inpossible in a situation |like
theirs.

The witer said although Mal aysia, which | acked all the basic requisites
of devel opnent, yet it was able to achi eve the inpossible and today, the
country is one of the "miracles" of South-East Asia.

The witer also noted that Dr Mahathir's devel opnment programe started
in 1981, when he took the office of Prinme Mnister and started
transform ng the weaknesses of Mal aysia into points of strength.

Citing an exanple, the witer said Dr Mahathir used the | ow | evel of
subsi stence in the country, a sign of poverty, in order to provide | ow
cost labour for the incomng international econom ¢ ventures.

The witer also said Dr Mahathir nmade education cater for the needs of
I ndustry and strove to maintain a spirit of unity and respect between a
diversified nation consisting of Malays, Chinese and Indians.

"The maki ng of a successful nation is not an inpossible task, yet it
deserves a will of iron to do that, and this was what was able to provide
for a nation which | acked the necessary natural resources for devel opnent.

"Dr Mahathir has put forward to the nation his Ml aysia 2020 programme
of devel opnent, despite the fact that his termin office expires in the
year 2020," he added.

The witer also went on to provide its readers with a summary of the
ni ne maj or chall enges faced by Mal aysia, while the country gears itself to
qualify for a place within the 19 devel oped nations of the world.

The witer said the story of Dr Mahathir is an interesting story to
read, because it is the Arab's own story that has yet to be told.

"It is a story that nust be taught in our schools, as well as our nedia.
A story that tells about the success we keep dream ng about," the witer
said, adding that Dr Mahathir is perhaps one of the fewdignitaries from
out side the area whom Arabs | ook forward to neet and talk to both on the
official and public | evels.

The witer cited that Dr Mahathir was received cordially during his
| atest visit to several Arab countries, the | east of which was to Saudi
Arabi a, where he received an honorary nedal fromKing Fai sal Awards Fund.
The Prime Mnister was treated |ikewi se in Bahrain and Kuwait.

This article was one of the two articles concerning Mal aysi a extracted
fromtwo Arabian nedia publications and published in the first issue of a
weekly bulletin called "Malaysia in Arab Press" |ast Mnday. The ot her
article was on a devel opnent project for Mislimendowrents in Ml aysia
extracted fromKuwait's Al Muslinoon Daily, dated April 18, 1978.

Articles pertaining to Mal aysia and Mal aysi a-Arab rel ati ons, was issued



by Afro Arab Centre (M Sdn Bhd based in Subang Jaya.
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