17/ 07/ 1997
AMM Canbodi a yet to confirmits participation

Fauzi ah | smai |

THE Associ ation of South-East Asian Nations (Asean) has not received any
confirmati on fromthe Canbodi an Government as to who they will send to the
two-day 30th Asean Mnisterial Meeting (AMM in Kuala Lunpur begi nni ng
July 24.

"There is no witten comruni cati ons from Canbodi a,"” Foreign Mnistry
Secretary-Ceneral Datuk Abdul Kadir Mhaned sai d yesterday.

"Till today, we have no confirnmation on whether they are com ng or who
is coning. We hope to get a clearer picture by the tinme the Asean foreign
m ni sters gather here," he said at a briefing in Kuala Lunpur for
journalists covering the AMM the 4th Asean Regi onal Forum (ARF) on July
27 July and the two-day Post-Mnisterial Meeting (PMC) begi nning July 28.

The AMM wi | | be opened by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
on July 24.

Canbodia will be attending the AMM as observer, a status accorded to it
two years ago, as its admission into Asean has been deferred due to the
present political situation there. It was initially scheduled to be
admitted into Asean at the AMM together with Laos and Myanmar. Asean, at
its foreign mnisters' special neeting in Kuala Lunpur on July 10, decided
to defer its admi ssion.

Asean, however, will go ahead with the adni ssion of Laos and Myannar
intoits fold at the AMM

Asked if First Prime Mnister Prince Norodom Ranari ddh, who was oust ed
by Second Prinme Mnister Hun Sen in a July 6 coup, may attend the Asean
meeti ngs, Abdul Kadir said Wsma Putra has no infornmati on on his programe
or whereabouts.

Bef ore the coup, Ranari ddh had confirned participation in the three-day
Langkawi | nternational Dial ogue (LID) beginning July 27. Hun Sen was al so
invited to the LID but the dial ogue organisers did not received any
i ndi cati on as to whether or not he will be attending.

Meanwhi |l e, countries attending the AMM ARF and PMC - with the exception
of Canmbodi a, which have not confirned participation, India and Papua New
GQuinea - will be represented by their foreign mnisters.

Earlier, Abdul Kadir said India will be represented by its Prine
M ni ster and Foreign Mnister |Inder Kumar Gujral but a news report from
New Del hi said Gujral will not attend the ARF as "he wants to be in the
capital for the close of nom nations for the country's next vice-
president."”

India will be represented in Malaysia by a junior mnister. Papua New
Gui nea, which has a observer status at the ARF, will be represented by an
envoy.

Asean's ARF di al ogue partners are: Australia, US, Canada, European
Uni on, New Zeal and, China, South Korea, |ndia, Japan, Canbodia, Laos and
Papua New Gui nea. Its 10 PMC di al ogue partners are: Australia, Canada,
China, US, EU, India, New Zeal and, Russian Federation, South Korea and
Japan.

Abdul Kadir said the US del egation to the ARF and PMC will be led by its
Secretary of State Madel ei ne Al bri ght.

The ARF, set up in 1993, provides an informal setting for the foreign
mnisters to discuss political and security issues. For the first tine
this year, the foreign mnisters attending the ARF will be acconpani ed by
two officials each, be they foreign mnistry officials or defence



of ficials.

Abdul Kadir said there is no specific agenda for the ARF. "The ninisters
are free to raise any issues,” he added.

He saw no difficulties for the EU or the USto sit with Myanmar at the
ARF as they had done this before. The EU and the US have called for action
agai nst Myanmar for its human rights abuses.

The PMC, dubbed "Asean plus One" neeting, provides a forumfor
di scussi ng projects which woul d ot herwi se not be taken up at the joint
meetings of Asean and its 10 di al ogue partners.

Mal aysi a, on behalf of Asean, will chair separate neetings w th Canada
and China, Brunei (Australia), Indonesia (US), Singapore (EU and India),

Vi et nam ( New Zeal and and Russi an Federation), Philippines (South Korea)
and Thai l and (Japan).

A total of 200 |ocal and 300 foreign journalists will be covering the
AWM ARF and PMC.
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