04/ 10/ 1997

Arousing youth's interest in sport diving

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Ml aysian Sport Diving Association will step up
efforts to encourage youths to take up diving as a sport.

Its president Mukhriz Mahathir said today although MSDA had organi sed
various pronotional events, a nationw de canpaign would attract nore
youths to the sport.

"We are | ooking to pronote the sport in a big way,
of ficial launch of Dema Asia 1997.

Di ving pronoted caring for the environment and woul d prevent youngsters
frominvol vement in unheal thy social activities.

"W al so want to drive hone the nessage that diving can be exploited as
an economic activity as well as an enjoyable sport," Mikhriz said.

Di ving pronotions will concentrate on youths fromfishing villages who
know t he mari ne environnent but nmay not want to becone fishernen.

"W want themto take advantage of their know edge of the sea.”

Mukhriz said to get youths interested in the sport, they would be
i ntroduced to skin diving or snorkelling without the certification.

The associ ation has taken active steps in pronoting the sport through
Dema Asia and its working relationship with the Fisheries Departnent.

It has brought youths to diving destination Pulau Redang and gi ven t hem
t he exposure plus the environnmental education. Youths under the Rakan Mida
programre were al so given the opportunity.

Al so at the Press conference was organi ser Diving Equi pnrent and
Mar ket i ng Associ ati on president Al Hornsby who said the Professiona
Associ ation of Diving Instructor trainers in Mal aysia had increased by 69
per cent.

Dema Asia '97 chairman Ron Kipp said 35 per cent of divers being
certified today were wonen while a snmall percentage were handi capped.
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