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Art a good way to bring peopl e together: Envoy

Adel i ne Ong
BRAZI LI AN Anbassador to Mal aysia, M Sergio Barcellos Telles, believes art
is a good way to bring countries and peopl es cl oser together.

The ambassador is an artist who believes in capturing life inits raw
form whether it is a cool, serene kampung scene or one of a hot, bustling
city.

"Bilateral ties should not be limted to business. Mich nore can be done
inthe cultural area. It is necessary for both nations to get to know each
other," he told Business Tines in Kuala Lunpur

One Brazil-Malaysia arts |ink was the | andscapi ng project for the 20ha
Kual a Lunpur City Centre Park, undertaken by the late Brazilian artist M
Roberto Burl e Marx.

When asked about his art talent, Telles nodestly said it is nothing when
conpared with other spectacular talents in the Brazilian Foreign Mnistry.
"My coll eagues include sone fanous witers, poets and nusicians. There
are talented Brazilians and they can also be found in the mnistry," he

sai d.

Telles said his dedication to art does not interfere with his work, but
rather that it is a boon as nbst of the people he neets when carrying out
his diplomatic duties are interested in culture and the arts.

"Your country is so colourful and the people so hospitable. It was an
i mediate "love story' ... seeing the culture and trying to interpret it
makes nme understand it better,"” he said, adding that "sonehow, the
inspiration that one gets fromanother culture is a formof integration”

What is inportant, he stresses is that one shoul d absorb what is
interesting and good and reject what is not. It is inportant to renmain
open-m nded, he expl ai ned.

Tell es said Malaysia is somewhat alike Brazil as it is sinmilar toit in
certain ways. For one, both countries have a conmplex society. Like
Mal aysi a, Brazil has a proud mix of various cultures.

On a nore serious note, Telles said that although sinmilar in ways, the
two countries had been unaware of each other until only recently, when
awar eness of the potential in cooperation grow

Tel l es says, "W are discovering each other, learning to | ook South."

"Key factors that led to the strengthening of ties are the visits of
Mal aysian Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in 1991 and 1992
and that of Brazilian President Fernando Henrique in 1995," he said.

"Brazilian businessnen are realising the fantastic econom ¢ success of
Mal aysi a under the | eadership of Dr Mahathir. They understand the role
their Ml aysian partners can play as facilitators in trading in the Asean
and East Asian markets, including China.

"However, few Brazilian businessnen have cone here. The ones who cane,

t hough, are fascinated and i npressed with what they see," Telles said.

He explained that it is the sane with Ml aysi an busi nessnen but Japanese
i nvestors have been in Brazil for decades.

"For far-sighted businessnen, plenty of opportunities exist beyond the
huge Brazilian and South Anerican markets. Brazil has a popul ation of an
estimted 164m "

Mal aysi an i nvestors can explore the opportunities offered by
privatization progranmes of roads, container ports, tel ecommunications,
the cel l ul ar phone and banki ng sectors.

"They can choose to establish new busi nesses in sone special areas.



"The econony of the state of Mnas Gerais, for instance, has been
growi ng at an average rate of 10 per cent in the last three years. It's
like an “Asian tiger in the heart of Brazil'.

"The state of Parana, in southeast Brazil, is excellently positioned to
be a |l aunchpad for exports to the nmarkets of nei ghbouring countries |ike
Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay," he said.

"This has proved to be particularly attractive to carnmakers and shoul d
be an excellent locale for a new Proton plant in Latin Amrerica," he said.
He added that the northeast of Brazil has the fastest-grow ng tourism
i ndustry, due to its proximty to the Canadi an and North- American markets,
a cheap | abour force, healthy investnment atnosphere, sunny beaches and

perenni al good weat her.

"We intend to hold the first nmeeting of the Brazil-Mlaysia conmercia
joint commission in Brazil this year. It will be an excellent forumfor
t he di scussion of new ideas to inprove ties.

"An agreenent for the extension of business visas is in the final phase
of negotiations. This will facilitate business travel. Business visas wll
be valid for several years."

In other areas too there is work to be done.

An air services agreenent was signed | ast Decenber, but there are no
direct flights still.

"I hope that the Malaysian and Brazilian airlines will forma profitable
partnership in the near future to provide air links to both countries," he
added.

As for bilateral trade, Telles said it has been growing steadily. In
1992, bilateral trade was worth sone US$350 nmillion (US$1l = RMR2.48) but
this increased to US$700 mllion in 1995.

"Last year was a very inportant year for us. Conpanhia Brasileira de
Projectos e Ghras, a giant in damand civil construction, is part of the
consortiumthat was awarded the main contract to build the Bakun Dam

"I'n addition, another Brazilian conmpany, Confab for the second tine
becane a successfull participant in the Peninsular Gas Utilisation
Programe, " he added.

On Brazilian products exported to Malaysia, Telles said iron and stee
(in different forns) nmake up 50 per cent of total exports, which anounted
to US$307 million in 1995.

O her products are car parts, aninmal feed and paper.

Meanwhi |l e, Brazil bought US$373 million worth of products from Mal aysi a
in 1995 - conprising tel ecomuni cati ons equi prent, natural rubber,
integrated circuits and el ectroni c equi pment.

Tell es says he is convinced Mal aysian cars will be a hit in Brazil and
ot her nei ghbouri ng South Anmerican countri es.

He advised that for this to come about, there is a need to foll ow the
i kes of others (Mercedes Benz, Toyota, Hyundai and Renault) which are
opening plants in Brazil and already produce 1.4 nillion cars and 300, 000
buses and trucks a year there.
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