12 DEC 1997

ASB PAYS QUT 11.5 PCT WORTH OF DI VI DENDS & BONUSES FOR ' 97

KUALA LUVMPUR, Dec 12 (Bernama) -- Pernopdal an Nasional Bhd (PNB) will
make a dividend and bonus payout of 11.5 percent to unitholders of the
Amanah Saham Buni putera (ASB) unit trust scheme for 1997 conpared with a
payout of 13.25 percent in 1996.

The announcenent was made by prinme mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today in his capacity as chairman of Yayasan Pel aburan Bum putra
which controls PNB. Dr Mahathir's speech was read out by PNB chairnman Tan
Sri Ahmad Sarji Abdul Hanmid here.

Dr Mahathir explained that the return on investnent of 11.5 percent for
unithol ders was fair for a long termand low risk investnment such as ASB.

Wth the announcenent, ASB will pay out RM3.3 billion to unit hol ders
and this would also be 8.24 percent nmore than what was paid out |ast year
at RMB. 048 billion

The amount is also the biggest to be paid out since the Amanah Saham
Nasi onal / ASB schenmes were | aunched several years ago, said Dr Mahathir.

The nunber of ASB units has risen by 17.74 percent to 29.5 billion
units conpared with 25.054 billion units at the end of 1996.

From the total payout, RM2.940 billion (1996: RWM2.357 billion) will be
in the formof dividends and this represented a return on investnment for
uni thol ders at 10.25 percent, the sane as in 1996.

The bal ance of RVMB60 nmillion (1996: RW691 nillion) would be paid in the
form of bonuses and this reflected a return on investnent of 1.25 percent
for unitholders conpared with 3.0 percent |ast year.

Dr Mahat hir explained that the | ower bonus payout was due to the sharp
fall in the stock narket.

In giving a breakdown of ASB's earnings for this year, he said 31.8
percent canme from divi dends, 63.4 percent fromthe sale of investnents and
the rest from other sources.

Last year, 24.6 percent canme from dividends and 71 percent came from
the sale of investnents.

"I hope investors would maintain their dividends which they will
receive in the ASB schene because it is a long terminvestnment schenme which
is stable and profitable,” said Dr Mahathir.

He added that investnents through the capital nmarket would enable the
funds to be invested in a nore productive nanner and indirectly help to
counter inflationary pressures.

Meanwhi l e, all transactions for the ASN and ASB schenes will stop
bet ween Dec 16, 1997 and Jan 1, 1998 for the purpose of calculating the
di vi dend and bonus entitlenents.

However, transactions for the Wawasan 2020 schene will go on as usual.
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