20/ 06/ 1997
Asean concerned with situation in Canbodi a: Dol | ah

Adel i ne Ong

THE Associ ati on of South-East Asian Nations (Asean) is concerned with the
| at est devel opnent in Canbodia but does not think it will affect the
country's nenbership in the grouping.

Foreign M ni ster Datuk Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi, who is chairnman of Asean
Standing Conmttee, said "the situation is not as bad as reported".

Abdul I ah said he will ask Ml aysi an Anbassador to Canbodi a Kamal | smaun
to submit a report on the real situation in Canbodi a.

"l want to know what is going on there," he told reporters in Kual a
Lunpur yest erday.

Abdul | ah said he has conveyed Asean's concerns about the | atest
devel opnent to co-Prinme Mnisters Prince Ranariddh and Hun Sen.

Both had assured himearlier that they will both work things out to
ensure a better situation

"The | eaders thensel ves have told me they knew cooperation was cruci al
and coul d not be avoided for the future of the country, and that they do
not wish to see country as it was in the past.

"W hope the country can continue to be peaceful and that the | eaders
will try to solve their problens,"” Abdullah said.

According to newsreports, Phnom Penh was rocked on Tuesday evening by a
t wo- hour gunfight between the bodyguards of First Prime Mnister Prince
Ranari ddh and Second Prine M nister Hun Sen.

Two of Ranariddh's bodyguards were killed in the clash.

Abdul | ah said it is unnecessary for Ml aysia, as Asean chairman, to be
the nmediator in the rift between Ranariddh and Hun Sen as it is "an
i nternal problent.

"W cannot name ourselves as a nediator. Let themsettle this by
t hemsel ves.

"However, we can convey the nessage that as nei ghbours and as Asean
menbers, we are concerned about the situation,” Abdull ah added.

At a special Asean Mnisterial Meeting in Kuala Lunpur earlier this
mont h, Asean deci ded that Canbodi a, Laos and Myanmar will be brought in as
nmenber s next nont h.

Even then, the Canbodi an situation had been cited as a concern in
realising the Asean-10 aspiration by this year. Ranariddh and Hun Sen have
been feudi ng over a nunber of issues, such as power sharing and on how the
Governnent shoul d respond to Khner Rouge's Pol Pot.

Abdul | ah said he did not want to rmake any specul ati on on the matter.

"l do not want to speculate. | will only comment on what | see. Interna
politics changes all the tine. Sonetines in a day, sonetines in an hour
There is no speculation that is accurate. W only hope for the better," he
added.

Meanwhi | e, the resignation of Turkey's premer Necrettin Erbakan will
not affect the Devel opi ng-Ei ght (D-8), Abdullah said.

"I don't know why he resigned. However, D-8 will continue because the
group is built on econom c cooperation. W don't discuss religious matters
during the D-8. W only want to work together for the betternment of the
menbers. D-8 nmenbers are of the consensus that the group is good for
them " Abdul | ah added.

D-8 is a cooperation group of eight Miuslimcountries, patterned on the
Group of Seven gathering of the seven nost industrialised nations. The
formati on of the groupi ng was nade by Erbakan.



It was reported that Erbakan stepped down on Wednesday to allow his
conservative ally Tansu Ciller to assune the premiership. The D-8 held its
i naugural sunmit in |Istanbul |ast Sunday whi ch was attended by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad. Abdul |l ah represented Mal aysi a as
the mnisterial nmeeting that preceded the sunmt.
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