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Asean di al ogue partners to be represented

Ashraf Abdul I ah

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - All Asean dial ogue partners will be sending
representatives to attend the Asean Regi onal Forum and Post-M ni steri al
Conf erence here next week.

They include the United States' Secretary of State Madel ei ne Al bri ght,
al t hough earlier speculation was rife that she would give the neet a m ss.
The ARF and PMC will follow the Asean M nisterial Meeting which starts

at the officials' |evel on Monday at the Sunway Lagoon Resort Hotel.

Canbodi a's participation in the neeting renains uncertain, Foreign
M ni stry secretary-general Datuk Abdul Kadir Mhamad told a Press briefing
t oday.

Kadir said with only a few days before the 30th Asean M nisteri al
Meeti ng, Canbodi a, which was accorded observer status two years ago, had
not indi cated who woul d represent Phnom Penh

"Until today, we have no confirmation on whether they are coning," he
sai d.

"W hope to get a clearer picture by the tinme the Asean Foreign
M ni st ers gather here."

Kadir said the Foreign Mnisters might address the Canbodi a i ssue during
their formal neeting.

Canmbodi a, along with Myannar and Laos, was scheduled to join the
regi onal grouping next week but Asean Foreign Mnisters at a speci al
meeting on Thursday postponed its entry indefinitely in viewof its
political uncertainties.

Second Prine Mnister Hun Sen ousted First Prime M nister Prince Norodom
Ranarridh earlier this nonth and said he wanted to arrest Ranarridh - who
isin Paris - and put himon trial.

Fi ghti ng broke out between the two rival groups, forcing hundreds to
flee the country.

Kadi r said Asean wanted to see "the sane CGovernment as before" in
Canbodi a.

Asked whet her bringi ng back Ranarri dh woul d be acceptable to Asean,
Kadir said an Asean special m ssion wuld neet Canbodi an | eaders to
address this and ot her issues.

The mi ssion was deci ded at Thursday's neeting and will conprise the
Foreign Mnisters of |Indonesia, the Philippines and Thail and.

They hope to have an audi ence with King Norodom Si hanouk in Beijing and
then nmeet Hun Sen and Ranarri dh.

Asked i f Ranariddh nmight attend the AMM Kadir said Wsnma Putra had no
i nformation on his progranme or whereabouts.

He said Myanmar and Laos would be admtted as Asean nenbers at a
cerenony on the eve of the AWM

The AMM wi || be followed by the ARF - a day-long affair which wll
di scuss regional security issues.

"However, there is no specific agenda between Asean nenmber countries and
its dialogue partners," he said.

For the first time, the Mnisters would be all owed to have two
acconpanyi ng officials instead of one as in previous years.

The PMC woul d be held on July 28 and 29. The PMC is held annually
bet ween Asean and its 10 di al ogue partners.

The di al ogue partners are Australia, the US, Canada, the EU, New
Zeal and, China, South Korea, Japan, Russia and |ndia.



Kadir said all countries had indicated that they woul d be represented by
their Foreign M nisters.

Papua New Gui nea, whi ch had been accorded observer status, would be
represented by a special envoy.

Indian Prine Mnister Inder Kumar Gujral has, neanwhile, cancelled his
plans to attend the neetings. A Bernama report, quoting official sources,
said Gujral was likely to be preoccupied with the el ection of the Vice-
President. India will be represented by Finance M nister P. Chidanbaram

Kadir also said he sawno difficulty for the EU or the US to sit with
Myanmar at the ARF as they had done so at other international gatherings.
The EU and the US have called for action agai nst Myanmar for its so-called
hurman ri ghts' viol ation.

Kadir said all information on the neetings could be accessed through the
Internet at http://aseansec.org. About 300 foreign and 200 Mal aysi an nedi a
representatives are expected to cover the neetings.

The AMM wi || be officially opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad who will al so deliver a keynote address.
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