14 CCT 1997

ASEAN FOREI GV ECONOM C M NI STERS TO PREPARE FOR | NFORMAL SUMW T

PETALI NG JAYA, Cct 14 (Bernamm) -- Asean foreign affairs and econonic
mnisters will neet this Friday to prepare the agenda for the second
informal summit to be held in Kuala Lunpur on Decenber 14.

An Asean trade official said today the joint cormmttee nmeeting, to be
chaired by Asean Secretary-Ceneral Datuk Ajit Singh, would finalise details
on issues the nine Asean |eaders mght want to discuss when they neet at
the M nes Resort.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad woul d play host to his
Asean counterparts at the sunmmit which is expected to consider, anpng other
thi ngs, the adverse inpact of currency specul ation on regional econom es.

The informal summit, which was first held at Jakarta |ast year, was
borne out of a need for South-east Asian |eaders to neet nore often rather
than nmeeting only every three years during their formal summt.

Thi s was deci ded at the Bangkok summit in 1995, where |eaders decided
that the speeding up of regional integration on all fronts and the
i nclusion of new menbers warranted nore neetings at the highest |evel
possible, the official said. -- BERNAMA
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