25/ 07/ 1997

Asean not nedi ati ng between two parties in dispute

ASEAN i s not medi ati ng between any two parties in the Canbodi an cri si s,
the Philippines' Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Rodolfo C. Severino,
sai d.

"We are trying to help contribute to stability in Canbodia. W are not
medi ati ng anything,"” he told reporters after Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad opened the 30th Asean M nisterial Meeting yesterday.

On Myannmar's entry into Asean, Severino said Asean woul d deal with any
protest by other countries or organisations |ike the European Union as and
when the occasi on arose.

"W will have to see what action the European Comnmi ssion takes and then
we will deal with that," he said, adding that up to now things were being
di scussed hypot hetical ly.

"There have been statenents of warning, but we will deal with the
situati on when actual decisions have to be nade."

Severi no enphasi sed that Asean was agai nst discrimnatory treatnent of
its nenbers.

On whether Dr Mahathir's speech, seen by sone as "conbative", signalled
a nore assertive Asean in future, Severino said Dr Mahathir's vi ews woul d
be taken very seriously, but that he (Dr Mahathir) had been sayi ng them
for years.

"Certainly his words will be taken very seriously but it so happened
that Malaysia is host for this year's Asean neeting.

"I wouldn't say his words were conbative but his views are very incisive
and he is very forthright," he said, adding, "I appreciate that."

Severino said Asean's popul ation of alnbst 500 nillion gave it nore
weight in the world, both in sheer nunbers and as a | arger narket.

He added, however, that it would also take greater effort to maintain
Asean's cohesion as its menbers were now nore diverse.
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