24 JUL 1997
Mahat hi r - Asean
ASEAN TO RESOLVE PROBLEM IN OWN WAY AND TI ME, SAYS PM

KUALA LUVPUR, July 24 (Bernamm) -- Asean nust resist and reject
attenpts at coercion and resolve its problemin "our own way and in our own
time", said Malaysia's Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad

"No one, but no one should assune that only they will know the
solutions to all problems. They have failed far too often for us to be
convinced that only they know what is right and what is wong," he said
when opening the 30th Asean M nisterial Meeting here today.

Dr Mahathir said the world should conclude that nenbership of Asean
woul d have a steadying influence on donestic politics and would help the
progress of nenber countries.

In his usual direct-hitting style, Dr Mahathir said it was regrettable
that there were those who did not see the obvious and instead encouraged
Asean to pass judgnent, deny nenbership and apply pressure on potentia
candi date so as to force the country to remain poor and therefore unstable.

"They are not a part of the Asean way. W will resolve our problemin
our own way and in our own tine," he said, in an obvious reference to
criticisnms especially fromthe West, in particular the United States,

agai nst Asean's admi ssion of Myanmar as a full menber yesterday.

Dr Mahathir described the AMM here as a "nilestone"” in the history of
regi onal cooperation. The neeting takes place ahead of Asean's 30th
anni versary on Aug 8.

"We believe in strength through unity. W reject exclusivity. W
suffered in a bipolar world. W know that alone we each will suffer,” said
Dr Mahathir, adding that only by being together can Asean naintains and
benefit fromits hard-won independence.

Ext endi ng his congratul ati ons to Myanmar and Laos, which joined Asean
yesterday, Dr Mahathir said while there is cause to celebrate, the
difficutlties faced by South East Asian countries in their early attenpts
to formthe regional forumin 1967 after two false starts should not be
forgotten.

"It was political necessity rather than economc inperative which
brought these countries together. But alnobst imediately there was talk
about these countries emulating the European Economi ¢ Community by becom ng
a trade bloc," he said.

An Asean econom c bl oc then would have been quite neani ngl ess because
of the very low |evel of econom c devel opment and overlapping territorial
clainms remained to strain relations between the countries, he said.

However, he said, pragmatism prevailed and Asean countries continue to
neet even though bilateral relations between certain nenbers were strained

"To this day, the clainms remain but they have not prevented Asean from
developing into a regional forumwth credibility in the world s economic,
social and political affairs,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Asean's acconplishments were even nore renarkabl e
considering that not so long ago, there were wars and conflicts in the
region and within many of the Asean countries.

He said Asean's ultinmate defence is not being a mlitary bloc but in
its own stability, economic strength and unity.

"I'f we have problens with non-Asean countries, we will together seek a
solution through negotiations using our unit as a lever," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that while Asean appreciated offers of defence
assi stance, the question renmain whether the prom sed help was forthcom ng



when so many countries were being abandoned to their fate as soon as they
were in trouble.

"We know we will be left to face the problemand to pay the cost with
our lives and wealth. In the final analysis, we can rely on ourselves," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said those who talk of military conquests and col oni al
territories were living in the past and territorial acquisition was no
| onger worthwhile in a world dedicated to economic growh through a free
mar ket system

"Economic prosperity is really the answer to our security problens
because with prosperity, Asean will be taken seriously and its views
respected,” he said.

Mlitary strength nay inspire fear and a costly arns race that only
benefited weapons manufacturers but on the other hand, econom c prosperity
inspired respect at a nuch |lower cost and the benefits renmi ned, he added.

Asean now groups Ml aysia, Thail and, |ndonesia, Singapore, Brunei, the
Phi l'i ppi nes, Vietnam Laos and Myanmar. -- BERNAMVA
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