23/ 07/ 1997
Asean urged not to adopt non-interference policy

Ji my Yeow

THE Associ ati on of South-East Asian Nations (Asean) cannot afford to adopt
a non-interference stance in relation to the political conflict in
Canbodi a, a Canbodian allied to exiled Prince Ranariddh said in Kuala
Lunpur .

The source, who declined to be naned, said the question of non-
interference nust be clearly defined.

He said the Sout h-East Asian grouping should not condone the events in
Canbodi a where the denocratically-el ected Governnent was thrown out and
peopl e kil l ed.

"Asean shoul d not recogni se Second Prine Mnister Hun Sen as the | eader
of the Canbodi ans," he said.

“"Your Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad had bl amed t he
Eur opeans for not being able to solve the Bal kan crisis. The sane thing is
now happening i n Asean's backyard," he said.

He warned that unless the Canbodian crisis is solved at the negotiating
table, there will be civil war in the kingdom throw ng back the country
into isolation.

The source said Ranariddh is likely to visit Kuala Lunmpur after the
Asean foreign mnisters neeting.

He said Ranariddh will not attend the neeting in Kuala Lumpur so as not
to "disturb” the 30th Asean anni versary cel ebrati ons.

According to him Ranariddh will neet Kuala Lunpur |eaders after the
meeting. He had nmet Dr Mahathir in Europe and the prince will neet King
Nor odom Si hanouk i n Chi na.

Meanwhi | e, chairman of Asean-Institute of Strategic and Internationa
St udi es Jusuf Wanadi sai d Asean shoul d practise constructive intervention
when dealing with the Canbodi an problemas it has an obligation to do so.

"The cooperation between Asean countries is very strong,"” he told
reporters during coffee break at the Second Asean Congress.

The congress is organi sed by the Asean-1sis in conjunction with the
Asean foreign mnisters' annual neeting.

Jusuf said coup | eader Hun Sen does not understand the changes taking
pl ace gl obal l'y.

"That is why he can tell Asean off and threaten to pull Canbodia from
j oi ning the grouping,” he said.

"He thinks he can | ead Canbodia into isolation just as in the 1970s."

"What he does not understand is that things have changed and further
i solation woul d nmean the end of Canbodia," he expl ai ned.
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