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Associ ation: Mdnight ruling could affect tourismin Langkaw

ALOR STAR, Fri. - The Langkawi Touri sm Associ ati on has appealed to the
Governnent to reconsider its decision not to exenpt the duty free island
fromthe cl ose-by-m dnight ruling for entertai nnment outlets.

A spokesman for the LTA said the ruling could affect tourist arrivals,
especially those from Tai wan, Korea and Si ngapore. He said |ocal tourism
coul d al so be affected.

"This is because unlike tourists from Europe, who conme nore for the
beach and the sun, those fromKorea and Taiwan visit the island to enjoy
t hensel ves by visiting entertai nnent outlets or to shop," the spokesnan
sai d.

He said the midnight ruling could al so di scourage Ml aysi ans from
visiting the island.

Statistics fromthe Langkawi District Council for tourist arrivals
showed 1.7 mllion people visited the island | ast year.

Tourists from Thailand topped the list with 72,610 arrivals foll owed by
t hose from Si ngapore (9, 350) and Tai wan (3, 590).

Meanwhi | e, entertai nment operators al so voiced their concern over the
ruling and clained they night be forced to close shop if it was not
revi ewed.

In Penang, the State Youth Council today called on the Government to
stop entertai nnent spots from hol ding pronotions, |ike Ladies Nite ained
at attracting girls to patronise the places w thout having to pay cover
char ge.

Its secretary Mohd Haniffa Abdul Hamid said some spots even offered free
drinks to wonen, including underaged fenal e patrons, during Ladies Nite.

He said the council also welconed the statenment by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad in Al or Star yesterday that operators of
ni ght spots whose patrons were caught taking dadah in their prenises could
be charged with dadah trafficking.

He said the proposed | aw woul d hel p to nake ni ghtspot owners nore
responsi bl e in ensuring that nothing unl awful happened in their prem ses.

Mohd Haniffa al so wel conmed the nove for nightspots to close by m dni ght
saying that this would help inprove fanmly relations.

He said closing nightspots by m dni ght woul d not have an adverse effect
on the tourismindustry as only a small percentage of foreign tourists
frequent ed ni ght spot s.

Secretary of the Penang branch of the National Union of the Teaching
Pr of essi on Abdul Karim Majid said nightspots was one of the main factors
for the drastic rise in social ills anong yout hs.

"It is only rarely that one hears of nightspots pronoting healthy and
educational activities," he said, adding that nost of themprefered to
pronote activities glorifying sex, alcohol, tobacco and ot her vi ces.

I n Kual a Lunmpur, the Kedah Youth Council in a statement said it had
directed its 25 affiliates to i nplenment i medi ately beneficial programmes
for the youths.

Its president Senator Datuk Zainol Abidin Johari said non-governnental
organi sations, especially youth novenents and associ ati ons, should play a
nore active role to arrest social problens anong t he Mal ays.

"Such organi sations shoul d adopt a nore serious approach in tackling
these problens. In fact, it should be turned into their main agenda."

Zai nol Abidin was comrenting on the call by Dr Mahathir who had urged



the Mal ays to re-exani ne thensel ves and becone good citizens at a function
| ast night.

Dr Mahathir had also said it was not proper for themto blanme the
soci ety's devel opment for the many Mal ays involved in crimnal and anti -
social activities in the country.

Zai nol Abi din added the council's exco had al so agreed to carry out a
study of the lifestyle of youths with the coll aboration of Universiti
Ut ara Mal aysi a.

Meanwhi | e, the DAP has proposed that the Governnment institute a
conmpr ehensi ve study of the inpact of rapid economc and material growth on
the country, including | ooking into the causes of various social ills
confronting society.

Its national vice-chairman and Kepong MP Dr Tan Seng G aw sai d once
these had been identified, solutions to problens of increasing crine rate,
abandoned babi es, drug addiction, school dropouts and loitering could be
det er m ned.

He said the Government could then fornul ate short- and | ong-term
solutions consistent with the needs of the plural society.

He cl ai med ad hoc actions such as restricting the operating hours of
entertai nment centres as taken by several |ocal authorities recently was
only a formof publicity and m ght not even touch the surface of the
soci al probl ens.

"There is rapid econonmic and naterial devel opnment in the country while
spiritual devel opnent has not kept pace with it. The short- and | ong-term
i npact of econom c and material devel opnent is i mense."

As these social problens would get worse, Dr Tan said the party believed
t he Governnment shoul d pay special attention to them |earning fromother
countries and avoiding their m stakes.

In Serenban, Negri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhanad | sa Abdu
Samad said the State woul d cone up with a progranme to tackle socia
pr obl ens.

He said the conmttee overseeing social matters woul d neet next week to
di scuss inputs for the proposed progranme.

He sai d governnent departments, agencies and non-governnent al
organi sations represented in the commttee would al so present their
pr ogr amres.

"The conmittee will decide on integrating the proposals into one specia
programme for inplenentation,” he said after chairing the State Islamc
Affairs Council neeting at the Baitul mal buil ding.

Mohamad | sa said the progranme was necessary to instil awareness anong
the people, especially youths to discard negative values which, if left
unchecked coul d af fect the Governnent's nation-buil di ng programres.

He said the authorities concerned had al so been directed to intensify
enforcenent to tackle the problemeffectively.

Meanwhi | e, he wel coned the Prime Mnister's call to prosecute
entertai nment outlet operators who allowed their prem ses to be turned
i nto dadah distribution centres.

( END)



	Association: Midnight ruling could affect tourism in Langkawi (NST 01/02/1997)

