03/ 09/ 1997

Asem nmeet: Myanmar issue can be resol ved

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The issue of the European Union barring Myanmar from
attendi ng the Second Asi a- Europe Meeting in London next April can be
resol ved t hrough open, frank and honest negoti ati ons.

British parlianmentary secretary in the Cabinet office Peter Kilfoyle
sai d he hoped any difficulties would be resol ved.

Kilfoyle, who is on a three-day visit, was commenting on Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s statenent yesterday that Asean m ght
deci de to boycott the Asem neeti ng because of Myanmar's excl usion.

The Prime M nister was responding to British Foreign Secretary Robin
Cook' s statenment at a neeting of business |eaders in Singapore that the
EU s recent decision to deny visas to senior Myanmar officials made their
i nclusion at the Asem i npossi bl e.

Cook had condemed the Myanmar Governnment for profiting fromthe drugs
trade and said it would not be admitted to the summit of European and
Asi an nati ons.

The main purpose of Kilfoyle's visit was to | ook at Malaysia's
initiative to inplenment the Miultinmedia Super Corridor with its seven
flagshi ps especially the el ectronic Governnent.

Britain, he said, would |ike to publish and outline views on howits
peopl e coul d enj oy better governnent through nodern technol ogy.

"W want a nore efficient, accountabl e and responsi bl e government, "

Kil foyle said.

"W hope to package microelectronics in business to help the MSC, which
woul d be of great assistance in the seven fl agshi ps especially research
and devel opnent .

"Fromny visit here, the |l esson we have | earnt has been the conmm t nent
and determ nation of the Government and the private sector who have been
able to achieve so nuch in such a short tine," he said.
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