17 NOvV 1997
Assenbl y- Pahang (Anerica)
ASSEMBLY PASSES MOTI ON SUPPORTI NG MAHATHI R S LEADERSHI P

KUANTAN, Nov 17 (Bernanm) -- The Pahang State Legislative Assenbly
today unani nously passed a notion supporting the |eadership of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad

Al'l the 38 assenblynmen including the sole DAP representative supported
the notion tabled by Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob.

The notion was tabled in the wake of the action by 27 Anerican
congressnen to nove a draft resolution in the US Congress calling on Dr
Mahat hir to apol ogise for his alleged anti-Jewi sh remarks failing which he
shoul d resign as prinme mnister.

It was also to support neasures that had been and would be taken by Dr
Mat hahir to deal with the ringgit's depreciation

In tabling the notion, Khalil said the assenbly would be with the
federal governnent and the Ml aysian Parlianent in whatever action taken to
uphol d the country's sovereignty and integrity.

The assenbly al so resolved to oppose any attenpt to interfere in the
country's internal affairs, he said.

Khalil said the House condemed the inpending resolution initiated by
Robert Wexler (Denocrat-Florida) saying it was a clear action if disrespect
to Malaysia's system of parlianentary denocracy.

The congressnen's action also showed their ignorance on Ml aysia's
foreign policy as often raised by Dr Mihathir, he said.

VWiile calling on the congressnen to stop pursuing the draft resolution,
he gave an assurance to American investors, tourists and Anerican nationals
in Pahang that their safety was guaranteed.

In supporting the notion, Datuk |brahim Taib (BN Sungai Lenbing) said
big and powerful countries had no right to determne the |eadership of
anot her country.

Saying that the draft resolution was undenocratic and inappropriate, he
hoped that the US Congress would reject it if it was tabled

Ti Lian Ker (BN-Indera Mahkota) said the congressnen's action was a
violation of denocratic rights and international |aw

He said nobody had the right to elect the prine mnister except
Mal aysi ans t hensel ves.

" W will not accept any form of foreign colonisation," he said.

K. K. Loke (BN-Ketari) said Ml aysi ans strongly condemed t he
congressnen's action as they interferred in the domestic affairs of other
countries.

The sol e opposition nmenber Leong Ngah Ngah (DAP-Triang) said only
Mal aysi ans had the right to choose who to head the country's | eadership.

In winding up the debate on the notion, Khalil said he was not denying
the congressnen's right to air their views but what he questioned was their
action to nove the notion wi thout taking into account Malaysia' s foreign
policy.

He said Malaysia was mndful of the cordial diplomatic and trade ties
with the US and wanted to maintain it.

He expressed the hope that mgjority of the congressnmen would not accept
the resolution. -- BERNAVA
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