10 FEB 1997
Saf ety
ASSCOCI ATI ON PROPOSES SPECI AL TRAI NI NG CENTRE FOR NEW MOTORI STS

PULAU PI NANG, Feb 10 (Bernama) -- The Association of Mtorcycle and
Scooter Assenblers and Distributors Ml aysia (MASAAM has proposed that the
governnent set up a special training centre for notorists as a neasure to
curb road accidents.

Its chairman Syed Mhanmed Aidid said today such centres in Singapore
and Japan were found to be effective in teaching the theory and practice of
safe driving.

The proposal would be discussed at length at the association's neeting
in Kuala Lunmpur after the festive holidays before being recommended to the
governnent, he told a press conference here.

He hoped the proposal could be inplenmented early to help reduce road
accidents and loss of lives, especially those of notorcyclists and pillion
riders.

Aidid said the training centre in Singapore was run by full-time,
trai ned personnel who paid special attention to various safety aspects,

i ncluding cultivating high self-discipline.

Such training needed to be inposed on new notorists considering that
the | essons learned at driving schools were too short and inadequate, he
added.

He said the association was ready to cooperate with the authorities to
make the centre a success and to review the driving test systemif
necessary.

VWhat was inportant, he said, was the change in attitude anbng notorists
not to ganble with their |lives on the road.

Referring to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s statenment
that motorcyclists and pillion riders accounted for the highest nunber of
road fatalities, particularly during the festive season, Aidid advised
mot orcyclists to be nore careful

They should ensure their nmachines were in good running condition and
wear reflective jackets as well as adopt a defensive riding approach, he
sai d.

Up to May 1996, a total 7.2 million vehicles were registered throughout
the country -- conprising 3.75 mllion notorcycles, 2.67 mllion private
cars, 465,974 goods vehicles, 48,142 taxis, 37,233 buses, 9,234 hired cars
and 215, 644 ot her vehicles.

He expected the nunber of registered vehicles to each 7.4 nillion by
the end of this year. -- BERNAMA
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