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At wits' end over deaths on road (HL)
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KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad has
said the Government is at a loss as to what el se can be done to prevent
deaths resulting fromroad acci dents.

Refl ecting the Governnent's exasperation, Dr Mahathir said: "We don't
know what el se we can do. W ask people not to rush but to drive slowy.
What is wong if they arrive at their destinations 15 mnutes |ate?"

The Prime M nister, when nmet by reporters at his Hari Raya open house at
Sri Perdana, was asked to conment on the hi gh nunber of road deaths during
the current festive season despite the various steps taken by the
Gover nnent .

"W have advised notorists and carried out enforcenent. W just do not
know what there is left to do, short of stopping everyone fromdriving,"
he sai d.

Singling out notorcyclists, Dr Mahathir said: "They weave in and out of
traffic as if they are i Mmune to death. But in actual fact, they face the
hi ghest risk of death."

Yest erday, Federal Traffic Police operations roomofficer Deputy
Superi ntendent Abdul Aziz Orar said notorcyclists and pillion riders
accounted for the highest nunber of fatalities with 18 deaths representing
81. 8 per cent.

The daily average death toll is now 22, exceeding | ast year's by one.

O the 560 accidents reported on Friday, Kuala Lunpur recorded the
hi ghest nunber with 94 cases, foll owed by Perak with 83, Selangor with 79
and Johor with 64.

Operasi Pacak |1, a special police operation to curb fatal accidents
enters its 10th day today.

The operation, the second to be introduced after |ast Decenber's schoo
hol i days, was ainmed at creating road safety awareness anong notorists by
stationing traffic policenmen along the 488 acci dent stretches of highways
and roads.

The Prime Mnister was al so asked to comment on the traffic jans in the
city, in particular whether the bus | anes were going to be effective in
reduci ng t he congesti on.

Dr Mahathir said: "We will not know yet as we are just about to
i mpl ement it.

"We have to see first. But the public should conply with the bus | ane
ruling - otherwise it will be difficult.

"G ven time, when the buses start noving snoothly, nore people wll
switch to public transport.

"What we want now is for people not to use their own vehicles but to use
the Light Rail Transit, buses and the comruter train service. W are
provi ding vari ous public transportation facilities to make travel easy but
peopl e do not want to opt for this convenience."

The Prime Mnister said the high incidence of people travelling alone in
their vehicles was anot her factor which caused the congesti on.

Asked why the Governnment's car pooling canmpai gn was not effective, Dr
Mahat hir sai d the people were not supportive

"If everyone follows rules such as travelling in high occupancy
vehicles, giving way to buses, observing the yellow box regul ation, there
will not be any problens."

Most of the problens were caused by the drivers thensel ves, he added.



City Hall is currently inplenenting a 16-day trial project along a two-
kil onetre stretch fromJalan Raja Laut, outside the City Hall building to
Jalan Sultan Ismail, in which the left lane is reserved for buses and
taxi s.

After the trial period, the ruling will be gazetted on Feb 15 for
i npl ement ati on effective 8am

Mot ori sts other than bus and taxi drivers caught using the special |anes
will then be penali sed.
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