01/ 09/ 1997
Anwar : Lat est runour another bid to slander ne

Farush Khan

PENANG, Sun. - Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi msaid today
the runours that he had resigned as Finance M nister was anot her
politically-notivated attenpt to slander him

He said he had discussed the runours with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mbharmad yest er day.

He was asked whether he had nmet Dr Mahathir on the matter after
attendi ng a weddi ng at Kanpung Sama Gagah, Bukit Mertajam one of the
ei ght he went to today.

Asked whether it was correct to say that Dr Mahathir had taken charge of
the country's econoni c nmanagenent follow ng his strong warning to currency
and share mar ket mani pul ators on Thursday, Anwar said he personally
di scussed the matters touched by the Prinme M nister during Cabinet
neet i ngs.

"Since the widespread attack on the currencies of this region, Prinme
Mnister's involvenent in the matter will of course be greater.

"I don't see why people should nake an issue of the Prine Mnister's
i nvol venment in economc and financial matters. As Prine Mnister, that is
his right".

Asked whet her he believed there woul d be nore attenpts to snear his
i mge, Anwar, who is MP for Permatang Pauh said he woul d not dism ss such
a possibility.

On whether these attenpts were the work of [ ocal or foreign elenents, he
said he believed they were | ocal.

Yest erday, Dr Mahathir quashed runours that Anwar had resigned as
Fi nance M nister and disnmi ssed the notion that he had taken over the
managenent of the econony.

Stressing that there had been no change to the finance portfolio, Dr
Mahat hir sai d Anwar was now doing all he could in dealing with foreign
funds driving down the stock market and the specul ative attacks agai nst
the ringgit.

"I think these are peopl e who have no national interest at heart," he
said. "Anwar is not resigning ... he is going to be there".

"l do not know what to do with these peopl e (rumour-nongers) ... we
shoul d shoot them " Dr Mahat hir qui pped.

Speaki ng at a Press conference after opening the 44th MCA annual genera
assenbly at Wsnma MCA yesterday, Dr Mahathir said he had regul ar neetings
wi th Anwar and were working closely to tackle the problens.

Dr Mahathir criticised runmour-nongers for being only interested in
maki ng noney for thensel ves.

"They don't care if this country goes to the dogs," he said. "If the
(share) prices go down, everybody will suffer ... the brokers will have
smal | er margi n because they will deal with shares which are cheaper."
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