12/ 04/ 1997
Anwar: Money politics has resurfaced (HL)

Manan Gsman; M m Syed Yusof

| POH, Fri. - Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi msaid noney
politics, corruption and abuse of power have resurfaced in the party and
war ned that those responsible could be suspended or expell ed.

Thi s devel opment was di scussed at yesterday's neeting of the Umo
di sciplinary and nanagenent conmittee, of which he is chairman. It wll
al so be brought up at the party's suprene council neeting to be chaired by
Prime Mnister and party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
t onor r ow.

Anwar, who is also Deputy Prinme Mnister, said the issue cane to |ight
during the current Umo branch neetings where a nunber of heads had been
found to have violated party rules and regul ati ons.

He said he had received information sonme that branch heads had been
usi ng noney, organised trips for nenbers and had deprived nenbers of their
right to attend branch neeti ngs.

He was addressing a gathering of State party |eaders at the Menteri
Besar's residence during his day-long visit today. Al so present were his
wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizah Ismail, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah
Talib who is Umo State liaison chairman and his wife Raja Puan Sri Noora
Ashi ki n Raj a Abdul | ah.

Anwar said the right of menbers to attend neetings should not be denied
as without their support the party would not be able to function properly.
"All Umo nmenbers have the right to attend neetings. If this right is
chal l enged, we will take all necessary action to stop it," he said, adding
that the question of party ethics was not sonething that shoul d be taken

lightly.

He expressed di sappoi ntnent that despite the warning issued by party
president Dr Mahathir during | ast year's general assenbly, the situation
still persisted.

"Al t hough the nunber involved is snmall, representing only about one per
cent of the branches which have held their neetings, imredi ate steps nust
be taken to stop the practice."

Anwar however warned the nedia not to exaggerate the issue saying that
so far only four to five branches were invol ved.

He said the neeting had decided that an early warni ng was necessary to
rem nd those responsi bl e of the repercussions.

He said the party was strong because of the support of the rakyat who
gave the mandate for it to govern the country in a just and fair manner.

"Therefore, we have to naintain the strength of the party and refrain
fromnegative activities which can ruin the party."

Anwar said he was confident that the majority of the people wanted
| eaders who were clean and fair and the party had a responsibility to see
that this trust was not betrayed.

Lat er when asked whether the recurrence of the probl emwas because no
action was taken agai nst those responsible earlier, Anwar said: "W are
acting based on i nformation.

"If the allegation is too general or based on runours, then action will
be taken agai nst those who started the runours."

He said the conmittee had been receiving informati on from branches on
such mal practices and this woul d be di scussed at tonorrow s suprene
counci | meeting.

Anwar | ater opened a cl osed-door Umo Yout h | eadershi p and unification



programre at the U u Kenas Youth Canp near Kual a Kangsar.

About 80 Umo youth deputy divisional heads attended the three-day
pr ogr anme.

Its chief Datuk Ahrmad Zahid Ham di speaking to reporters |ater, said
Anwar had advi sed youth nenbers to fulfil the youth agenda and to give
priority to youth ideals.

Zahid al so said that the Umo deputy president had proposed that Umo
yout h approach the poverty problemfirsthand and not to allowa third

party to handl e the matter.
(END)
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