27/ 03/ 1997
Audi ence wi th Enperor and Enpress for PM wife

Azmi M Anshar in Tokyo

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his wife Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali had an audi ence with Enperor AKkihito and Enpress
M chi ko at the Akasaka Pal ace yest erday.

The Prime Mnister and his wife were also feted to lunch by the Enperor
and Enpress.

Al nost 13 years ago, Dr Mahathir, three years into his admnistration,
made his first official visit to Japan, then under the reign of the |ate
Enperor Hi rohito.

Dr Mahathir remenbered that trip well. "The visit inspired nme to
initiate our Look East Policy," he said.

Speaki ng yesterday at a banquet held in his honour by Japanese Prine
M ni ster Ryutaro Hashinoto at the latter's official residence, Dr Mahathir
said the Look East Policy has served in many ways to strengthen the
foundation of Malaysia's bilateral relations with Japan.

Bef ore neeting the Enperor and Enpress, Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasnah
were accorded a brief but el aborate cerenpnial wel cone at Akasaka CGuest
Pal ace i n central Tokyo.

The timng of Dr Mahathir's arrival at the pal ace coincided with the
start of the Diet, the Japanese Parlianent, at 8.20am Ml aysi an ti ne.

At the Guest Pal ace, the Prime Mnister and his wife were acconpani ed by
Hashi ot o and his wife, Kum ko, and greeted by sone nenbers of the
Mal aysi an Cabi net and the entire Japanese Cabi net.

Al so present at the cerenony were Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi, Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, International
Trade and I ndustry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Johor Menteri Besar
Dat uk Ghani O hman, Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and seni or
Governnent of ficials.

The Prime M nister and his del egati on were greeted by fl ag-wavi ng
Mal aysi an students studying in various universities in Tokyo. Al so
greeting themwere children and their teachers fromnearby primry
school s.

During the cerenony, Dr Mahathir inspected a 93-menber guard-of - honour
fromJapan's Mnistry of Defence.

At Akasaka Pal ace just before neeting the Enperor and Enpress, Dr
Mahat hir and his entourage were greeted by the pal ace's Master of G and
Cer enpni es Yoshio Karita.

After the audience with the Enperor and Enpress, the primary business of
Dr Mahathir's visit got under way at the |Inperial Hotel.

At the sane banquet, Hashinoto was inpressed with Dr Mahathir's
know edge of Japanese traditional culture and spirit, especially after Dr
Mahat hir chaired a Cabi net neeting last nonth in a Japanese-style tea room
to experience an authentic cha-no-yu tea cerenony.

"I am al ways i npressed," he said, "by the depth of your know edge and
under st andi ng of Japanese traditional culture and spirit."
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