26 JUL 1997

AUG 15 DEADLI NE FOR MJULTI PURPOSE CARD VENDORS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 26 (Bernama) -- Vendors who are interested to be
i nvolved in the multipurpose card (MPC), one of the Miltinmedia Super
Corridor (MsC) flagship applications, should subnmit their nenorandum of
intent to Bank Negara by Aug 15, a Bank Negara official said today.

Its Head of the Bank Regul ati ons Departnent, Mhd Razif Abdul Kadir,
said the MSC will be the test bed for the world's first national MPC, which

will be issued to all Malaysian citizens. Bank Negara is the |ead agency
responsi ble for the MPC s devel oprent.
"The smart card will serve as a national identity card, driving

licence, inmgration and health card, electronic cash, debit, ATM and
credit card,"” he told a presentation on the MPC here.

Through this application, a single comon technology platformwll be
devel oped to enabl e governnent and private application providers to
i mpl ement smart card solutions w thout duplication of efforts and
i nvest ment .

Earlier, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad | aunched the
Concept Request for Proposals (CRFPs) for first four of the seven MSC
flagship applications here.

He also outlined the CRFP process, of which the first card to be

i ntroduced will be the electronic cash (E-cash) and responses nust be
subnmitted by Sept 13, 1997

The E-cash card schene will be selected on Cct 25 this year and vendors
selected will be inforned by Nov 1, he added.

Prior to this, Mdhd Razif said the central bank will release E-cash
standards as well as specifications and the pilot project will be conducted
by July 1998.

He said financial instituitions will begin nass marketing by July 1999

Meanwhi l e, he also said the subnission for the payment and gover nment
MPC will be on Nov 26, 1997.

He added that Bank Negara will select a MPC vendor consortium on Feb
26, 1998 and the contract will be finalised by March 26, 1998

He said the winning consortiumis expected to accept certain conditions
when awarded the contract for E-cash as well as paynent and gover nnment MPC.

For E-cash, he said, anpbng others, vendors nust provide intellectua
property rights, assisting in the devel opnent of MPC specifications,
supporting inplenmentation of E-cash and provide alternative financi al
package.

For paynment and governnent MPC, vendors nust devel op prototype and
conduct technical tests; develop facilities for card personalisation,
training and testing; conduct field and pilot test; helping Bank Negara to
roll out in the MSC and Kual a Lunpur; undertake the on-going operation and
managi ng the inplenentation of the MSC fl agshi p.

Mohaned Razif said these vendors' proposals will be further evaluated
depending on the attractiveness of the software and | evel of cooperation
wi th Ml aysian conpanies, |ike special transfer and joint efforts and
priority will be given to MSC status conpanies.

Targeted for full commercial release before the year 2000, the MPC will
be introduced to the first two nillion users in the MSC and Kual a Lunpur
area. The card is expected to be tested at the 1998 Commonweal th Ganes. --
BERNAMA
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