03/ 05/ 1997
Aussi e Govt to take on Hanson, her agenda

Cssi e Raj

AT LAST, it woul d appear that the Howard Governnent has realised the
seriousness of the Pauline Hanson threat to the political and economc
relations with Asia and has decided to do sonething about it.

Several Howard m nisters have made nmuted criticisns of Hanson in the
past but they went virtually unnoticed because they | acked punch.

But, hopefully, things are beginning to change with governnment |eaders
now ready to take on Hanson and her agenda.

On Thursday, M Al exander Downer, the affable Foreign Mnister, did not
m nce words when he | aunched a savage attack on Hanson, the fish and chip
shop owner who shot into national pronm nence with her unsavoury attack, in
the Federal Parlianent in Canberra, on the | ong-suffering Australian
abori gi nes and her assertion that Australia was about to be swanped by
Asi ans.

She was naki ng her mmi den speech after he shock victory as an
i ndependent in the March 1996 federal election in the Queensl and seat of
x| ey, near Brisbane

Downer, who had earlier been briefed by Australian anmbassadors and hi gh
conmmi ssioners in Asia at their annual neeting in Canberra, nust have been
aghast at the reports fromvarious overseas posts of the danage and hurt
Hanson's statenments were having on countries in Asia and the Pacific.

Downer said Hanson's political agenda for a "little Australia” would
destroy thousands of jobs in this country and damage Australia's
i nternational reputation.

He said this nmust not be allowed to happen.

In a nost strident and detail ed attack agai nst Hanson, Downer said the
vi ews espoused by the maverick MP and her One Nation Party were "of fensive
to peopl e of all backgrounds" and ignored the "triunmph of cultural
diversity" in Australia

Referring to Hanson's criticismof foreign investnent and Asi an
i mmigration, Downer said such views "pronbte an insular Australia separate
fromthe region" of the Asia-Pacific.

This is the concept of a little Australia - inward | ooking, narrow
m nded, protectionist and di sconnected fromour own nei ghbour hood.

"They are views which, if adopted widely within this country, would harm
our national prosperity and dimnish the role Australia can and nust play
in Asia and, noreover, they would dimnished Australia itself".

VWhile Prime Mnister John Howard | ater, on ABC s current affairs
programre 7. 30 Report endorsed Downer's criticismof Hanson over foreign
i nvestment and i magi nati on policy, he refused, as in the past, to condem
her outright.

Deputy Prine Mnister TimFischer also expressed deep concern on the
effects of the Hanson bandwagon in Asia, knowi ng very well, as Trade
M nister, that an increasing part of Australia's incone cones fromtrade
in Asia, and endorsing Hanson's policies would be fool hardy.

There is no doubt that the Howard Government is jittery in the wake of
two opinion polls that suggest Hanson is accunul ating a strong support
base for her One Nation Party.

A Morgan Gallup poll in The Bulletin showed One Nation had attracted the
support of 10 per cent of voters and an AGB-MNair poll in The Sydney
Heral d found 28 per cent of voters clained they woul d consider voting for
a One Nation candidate in Senate.



The popularity of One Nation has been disnissed by Howard as a
distortion, claimng that as the next election gets closer, voters wll
make a nore consi dered judgenent over who will |ead the country.

He said that Hanson's views are destructive, and while this was enough
for the disenfranchised md-termvoter, at election tine the sane voters
will demand a positive and constructive approach which One Nation, was
unabl e to deliver

But |ast year, Howard al so clained that Hanson would be in the politica
wi | derness by this tinme, and that has not been the case.

Wi | e Japan supports Australia' s attendance at the new Asi a- Eur ope
forum other Asian nations are nore reticent.

Unl ess there is condemmation of these views fromthe highest |evels of
Austral i an Government, people outside of Australia will be deterred by the
anmount of support garnered by Hanson.

Chi na has al ready expressed concern to the Australian Governnent at the
percei ved increase in racist sentinent.

Dr Mahathir threatened to w t hdraw Mal aysi an students fromAustralia
after a student was bashed Newspapers in Thailand and Hong Kong have
expressed di sappoi ntrent at the sl owness of the Howard Governnent to
di rectly adnoni sh Hanson.

The nedia in Australia will play a significant part in the future of One
Nat i on.

So far Hanson has been circunspect in her nedia usage.

She | ooks uneasy in front of the canera and her performance is stilted.

She has difficulty at tinmes responding to questions and there is a
popul ar perception devel oping that she is not up to the intellectua
chal | enge of being an Australia | eader.

As Hanson attenpts to consolidate her foll owing and forge support in
mai nstream Australia, she will have to be nore willing to appear in the
nmedi a.

G ven her poor nedia performances to date, this could hurt her
credibility anongst the supporters she has gathered and prevent her
supporter base from devel opi ng. As the next election closes in, and the
medi a starts to demand answers and reform agendas from Hanson, her support
could plumet.

The Australian Governnent is finally confronting the views of Hanson.

Her popularity today suggests that they were too slow of the nark,
despite the clear nessage she issued in her first parlianmentary speech
| ast Sept enber.

Howard may be right, her popularity may be a m d-term anonmaly and
whet her this gathering political force can maintain its nonmentumremnains
to be seen.
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