04/ 04/ 1997
Averting gl obal cultural conflict

Hayat udi n

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Dismissing the "clash of civilisations" scenario
predicting the Cold War woul d be succeeded by a gl obal cultural conflict,
German Presi dent Roman Herzog regarded this scenario as "acadenically and
et hical ly questi onabl e".

"If it is dissenm nated by the nedia and becones established in the m nds
of the elites,” he said, "it could easily becone a self-fulfilling
prophecy. "

Herzog, here for a five-day state visit with a 100-nenber del egati on,
was addressing a public | ecture "Towards a Conmon Civilisation" at the
Institute of Islam c Understanding Mal aysi a.

Herzog said Asia, Europe and America had an equal interest to conbat the
intellectual misconceptions in this "clash of civilisations" where
cultural and religious conflicts arise between countries.

Gernmany's University of Tuebingen director of the Institute of
Ecuneni cal Research, Prof Hans Keung, presented a paper that responded to
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir's speeches delivered at the d oba
Panel at the Hague | ast year, the Beijing Dial ogue and at the Third
Paci fic Di al ogue in Kuala Lunpur.

Keung said Islamic civilisation was threatened by all sorts of cultura
and religious conflicts between specific countries, often in the sane
city, street and school .

Peace in the Wstern and Islam c world, he clainmed, was threatened by
various religious fundanmental i sm

"W live in atine where better relations between religions were bl ocked
by all sorts of dogmatisns," he said.

The alternative, Keung said, was peace and di al ogue anong the religions
and an ethical mnimmcomon to all religions, cultures and
civilisations.

The other presenter was University of Georgetown visiting professor,

Mal aysi an Chair of Islamin Southeast Asia, Prof Mhd Kamal Hassan.

He said the 210 million Muslins in Southeast Asia and the existence of
Asean with its own conmtnent to regional ethics of co-operation
contributed to the mai ntenance of inter-religious harnony.

In search for comon and et hi cal ground, Mohd Kamal said the follow ng
i ssues needed to be addressed: the new world order, globalisation,
enl i ghtennment heritage or the hidden agenda of nodernismand the Islamc
threat: nyth or reality.

After the talks, a 30-m nute dial ogue chaired by |kimchairman Tan Sri
Ahmad Sarji Abdul Hami d took pl ace between the speakers and partici pants.
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