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Back on schedul e

Kang Si ew Li

AFTER a slight delay, work on the ground support facilities conplexes at
the KL International Airport in Sepang is back on schedul e, says Transport
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik.

Dr Ling told reporters he was confident both conplexes will be conpl eted
intinme to be operational by Septenber 15 this year. However, full ground-
handl i ng services will only begin comrercially on January 1 next year, the
date when the entire airport site opens.

He said this after visiting the construction sites of these conpl exes
whi ch belong to Mal aysia Airlines and KL Airport Services Sdn Bhd (KLAS)
respectively.

Wth work back on schedule, Dr Ling said he would not need to visit the
Mal aysia Airlines ground support facilities conplex as frequently anynore.
Earlier, he had announced that he would visit the construction site once a
week in a bid to ensure it is conpleted on schedul e.

"W don't have to visit the conplex on a weekly basis anynore.

“"I'"ll come here once every two weeks now," he said, adding that his next
scheduled visit will be on May 5.

Two to three weeks ago, there were sone concerns that these facilities,
particularly Malaysia Airlines' catering and cargo facilities, may not be
ready for the opening of the airport because of delays in the construction
wor k.

"But through various neetings held anong Mal aysia Airlines authorities,
airport consultants, contractors and suppliers, these probl ens have been
rectified," he said.

He said the "success" was due to Malaysia Airlines and the consultants’
qui ck nove in spotting the delay in its work schedule and had initiated a
recovery plan in Qctober |ast year

"So far, the recovery plan is working," he added.

Dr Ling said he was satisfied with the progress on KLAS cargo conpl ex
which will have the capacity to handl e 150, 000 tonnes of cargo per year,
with roomto increase the capacity to 250, 000 t onnes.

"KLAS kitchen conplex neantine will be able to handle up to 8,500 neal s
per day, and the capacity can also be increased to 12,000 neals," he
added.

Meanwhi [ e, Dr Ling said the |aunching date of the Express Rail Link
(ERL) system which links KLI A and the new Brickfields Central Station,
will not coincide with the opening of the new airport.

"The ERL systemwas not planned to be operational in tinme for KLIA' s
opening as it was forecast that the existing roads woul d be a sufficient
means of transport for a short period of tine," he said.

He said two expressways will be ready to transport passengers from Kual a
Lunmpur to KLIA.

They are the present North-South Expressway cutting through Nilai and
the dedi cated North-South Central Link which is expected to be conpl eted
in Cctober this year.

Dr Ling al so explained that the proposed el ectroni c system announced by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad during the ground- breaking
cerenony for the Kuala Lunmpur Central Station, is "a reconciliation of
baggage wi th the passenger".

"In the past, it was very dangerous when you cannot reconcile the
passenger with the baggage, especially in situati ons where people with the



intention of placing a bomin the plane would actually not be on board.

"Thus in circunstances like that, it caused trenendous delay to our
flights because when you find the passenger m ssing, you have to | ook for
t he baggage all over again and renove it," he said.

Wth the proposed el ectronic system Dr Ling said passengers will be
tracked using their fingerprints.

"When checking in, the passenger's fingerprints will be recorded in the
computer which will then be transferred to the baggage tag.

"Thus when he or she goes pass the Custons, all they have to do is to
show their boardi ng pass which will be scanned through the conputer, and a
message i ndicating that the passenger has gone through and so will their
baggage, " he said.

Dr Ling said the proposed electronic systemw ||l first be inplenmented at
the present international airport in Subang, followed by a pilot project
in Langkawi before it is eventually introduced at the KLIA
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