28/ 12/ 1997

Bal ok, Pahang

WE are fortunate to be rich in many potential tourist sites as tourismis
a very inportant economc activity in the country. The environnment, both
natural and man-nmade, constitutes the basic assets of the tourist
industry. But if the environnent is not maintained, it will suffer from
deterioration and even irreversible damage. One cl ear exanple of a
potential eco-tourismsite that has been marred by pollutionis in the

St ate of Pahang.

M dway between Kuantan and Cherating |ies an i nnocuous and often over-
| ooked vill age cal |l ed Bal ok

While there is nothing particularly outstandi ng about the village, the
sane cannot be said of its surroundings.

Bal ok is situated in an envi abl e geographical |ocation - between a never-
endi ng stretch of beach and the gurgling waters of the Pahang river. On a
cl ear sunny day, the backdrop of the hamet is painted in brilliant hues
of blue and green, fulfilling its pronise as a beach | over's haven

Bal ok is a world of tranquility where the only sounds heard are waves
crashing onto the beach and the occasi onal | aughter of children passing

t hr ough.

Unfortunately, this pronise has been tarnished by the incessant flow of
garbage that conmes in all shapes and sizes - fromdrinking bottles to
slippers, engine oil containers, food that picnickers |eave behind, broken
pl asti c contai ners and even notorcycl e hel nets.

It is not unusual to see children throw ice-creamor sweet wappers on a
ni ce clean stretch of beach before wal ki ng off nonchal antly. Gbviously,
| essons in school did not extend to environnmental care or even general
cl eanl i ness.

But then | ook at the poor role nodels they have - irresponsible adults
with an attitude that says "if other people can throw rubbish, so can I
and "this is not nmy house, just sone public area".

The fact that many Ml aysi ans have cultivated a bad and di sgusti ng habit
as litterbugs is stale news. In August this year, Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr. Mahat hir Mhamad expressed shane and anger when he said: "If you
want to dirty a place, do it at home. W do not care if you just want to
sit around and have a good tine, but you should not throw rubbi sh anywhere
you like."

Well, those words can be repeated for the next 10 years and it stil
won't nmake a difference. Despite the many cl eanliness canpai gns carried
out in the past (not to forget the anti-littering canpai gn | aunched after
the PMs outcry this year and the proposed anti-litter law), litterbugs
remai n at | arge.

Under st andi ng Mal aysia's tourismpotentials, the Governnent spends huge
suns of noney to develop the industry. But its success depends on the
condi tion of the environment.

The people's irresponsible attitudes need to be changed to ensure the
preservation of our natural environment which is also an asset to the
country's econony.
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