25/ 06/ 1997
Bankruptcy notice: Exco man urged to sue conpany

A. Hafiz Yatim

MALACCA, Tues. - State Culture, Tourismand Environnment Conmm ttee chairnman
Dat uk Poh Ah Tiam has been urged to take | egal action against a company to
clear his nane over a bankruptcy notice allegedly filed agai nst him

Kota Mel aka MP Li m Guan Eng sai d Poh shoul d sue the conpany, Upha
Cor poration (M Sdn Bhd.

Limsaid a bankruptcy notice filed agai nst an i nmportant person |like an
Assenbl yman or a State Exco nenber was a serious issue.

"Being a politician and a public figure as well, Poh should do
everything possible to clear his nanme. Furthernore, Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had said that a | eader nust not only be clean but
seen as cl ean.

"Therefore, to clear the State Exco's name, he should take the
initiative to sue the conpany which had m stakenly filed a bankruptcy
notice against him" he said.

Li m added that Poh should not criticise the DAP for bringing up the
issue as it was just doing its job as an Qpposition party.

"He (Poh) should in fact be angry at the conpany for mistakenly filing
the notice and take legal action against it in a bid to overturn the
deci si on nade by the Shah Al am nmagi strate's court on Nov 9, 1989."

He said suing the conmpany woul d clear his (Poh's) name.

A bankruptcy notice agai nst Poh was published in the Nanyang Siang Pau
newspaper on June 14 foll owi ng a decision by the Mal acca Hi gh Court on Nov
7, 1995 requiring himto pay RMB1, 395.72 to Upha, a conpany based in
Bangi, Sel angor, being the anpbunt owed plus interests.

Poh was all eged to have been one of four directors of Al In Marketing
(M Sdn Bhd.

The magi strate's court in Shah Al am had directed Poh and anot her
di rector, Cha Choon Hey to each pay RML8, 790. 20 together with interest at
ei ght per cent per annumfromJuly 8, 1987 to the date of realisation and
RVMB71 in costs.

Following his failure to pay the amobunt, the matter was brought to the
H gh Court.

Yest erday Poh said that he had no intention of suing the DAP nor the
conmpany for defamation as "to nme, this is too small a matter”.

"I have other better things to do than waste ny time on this which is
not even an issue.

"The DAP is playing on it just because it has nothing el se better to
do," Poh said, adding that he woul d rather spend tine serving his
constituents.
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