05/ 06/ 1997

Bar Council official on US Visitor Programe

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - Bar Council vice-president R R Chel varajah has been
awarded a schol arship to participate in the International Visitor
Programe under the auspices of the United States Informati on Service.

He will join senior nenbers of the judiciary and | egal professions from
various parts of the world for the indepth nonth-1ong study tour titled
| ndependent Judiciary. He left for the US | ast week.

Before | eaving, Chelvarajah said: "I amhonoured to be invited for this
progranme. "

Anong the objectives of the programe are:

* Exploring the role an independent judiciary plays in a denpcracy;

* Familiarising participants with the principles of the Arerican
judicial and | egal systens, particularly the separation of powers, the
Federal Courts and the operations of State and Minicipal Courts;

* Understanding current trends in Anerican Federali smand Devol uti on,
and the Adm nistration of Courts and Justice Policies; and

* Di scussing court managenent, continuing |legal education, civil and
crimnal justice and | aw enforcenment in the US

Some of the highlights of the programme will be visiting judicial
training institutions such as the national Judicial College in Nevada and
meeting representatives of the executive, judicial and | egislative
branches of the US Governnent.

The group will see various stages of a case, from police operations
t hrough indictnent, trial, sentencing, incarceration and appeal.

During the | ast 55 years, nore than 100,000 visitors frommany nations
have been awarded this International Visitor Programe which believes that
such peopl e-t o-peopl e di pl omacy i s one of the best ways to pronote
i nternational understandi ng and co-operation.

The programme covers a very w de spectrum of disciplines and each
programre is specially designed to cater to the specific profession of the
visitors.

One hundred and forty-five Heads of State or Heads of Governnent,

i ncluding Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad and the | ate Tun Abdul Razak,
have participated in this progranme.
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